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PREFACE. 


Tis a long time ſence T have been in 

" the general: way of "the Crowd, 
known of the Mareſchal Cleram- 
bault, without any particular ac- 
quaintance with hin 5 But having re- 
moved from Court by reaſon of his 
Health, he was about ſtx Moneths time 
at Ipres, where at firſt he minded no- 
thing but his Health, and Divertiſe- 
ment, It was my fortune to be in that 
Countrey when he came thither, with- 
out any other buſineſ7, but to ſpend my 


time with as much content and eaſe as 


Tconld, The Mareſchal had ſo pleaſing 
« Wit in his Diſcourſe, that none could 
weary in hearing of him : And that 
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engaged me to. viſit him often, where 7 F 
| Fg roles; to be 4 Par into 
|. ſome ſbare of bis Friendſbip. 
- He bad advice from Court, that his 
Friends deſigned for him an Employ- 
ment ſo much the more Honourable and 
Gloriows, that it 3s chiefly Merit that 
recommends Men ts ſuch. And becauſe 
one cannot be too ſollicitows how to ar- 
quit himſelf worthily of a matter of 
that conſequence,” he thought upon it 
often, and under various pretexts diſ- 
conrſed to me ſometimes concerning 
þ. 
Not bunt that he had confidence e- 
wough in me to diſcloſe to me his moſt 
feeret thoughts ;, but being as yet wncer- 
tain what might be the event of it, he 
would not have taken it well that one 
ſhould have imagined that that was his 
expeFtation, if the thing bad. not ſuc- 
ceeded. T gueſſed at his deſigne pretty 
near, and he himfelf perceived it... Tet 
revertheleſs when he ſpoke to me of it, 
be always fetcht a compaſs, and. uſed 
Same diſguiſe » For the leaſt Veil ar 


Covert 


| The- Preface. | 
Covert is of great help t6: modeſt per- 


fors. 4 
He made reflexions on Conqueronrs,. 


and mked me what T thought war the 


Way whereby they adpanced themſelves 
-fo be ſo'great Men. If it was Birth, or 
'Fuucation, or both together, or whether 
ever Fortune had not a-haud in it. He 
loved Alexander, but admired; Cxſar; 
and of thoſe two Men who have born 
rule in owr times, and whom be knew 
very ell, he eſteemed the height and 
Eminence of the former, and the Dex- 
terity of the other. 

As he was willing to entertain him- 
* ſelf abont rare Perſons , ſo he freely 
Spoke 3s judgment of them and I ob-. 
ſerved in all his Diſcourſes, that the 
King had the chief place in his 
thoughts. He was ſo charmed. .with 
that Prince, that he never ſpoke of him 
but with Tranſport 5 and the wery 
"thought of his air and good meen filled 
him with admiration. He told me, 
that the fight of hint alone, was e- 
 nough to make one in tove with hin, 
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WETTON men a in private) 
4 he had the moſt happy nature, ant 
beſt heart of the world 5 that notwith-. 


 flanding of his young age, be.under- 
flood what was good and laudable better 


than he, and that. by.a natural Difere-. 
tion, he had an averſion from counters: 


feit Generoſity , and that he conld not 


endure the ſmiſtrous Art. of Plealng , 
nor hurtful Raillery : that ſeems to me. 


indeed, a very fair way to fill a Court 
with Geantlewes, and to produce a Jove- 
ly age. The Mareſchal was a "good 
Judge of all that T have ſaid; and T 
perceived by his countenance and the 
tone: of bjs woice, that he was in good 
earneſt, and well perſwaded of what he 
ſpoke. Beſides, what appearance is 
there, that he would have diſeuiſed his 


ſentiments to me, to gain more favour 


and eſteem at Court ® One never makes... 


ib Vis buſineſs to get into credit with 


_ thoſe, that never go thitber. WY 
. From frequent conſidering of Congue- A 


rours aud Heroes, and: inquiring inta: 
aud examining what might make a. 
greak 


a BR” 64 


The Preface. 


great Mar, or rather what might com |; 
pleat a Gentleman , , for that was bis _. 
deſigne, we came at length to ſpeak of © © 
every thing : And ſeeing perfe@ Gene> 
roſity appears in Speaking and' Doing, 
we told our opinions of both: And 
this commerce laſted until his depar- 
Fire. 

After a certain Tenderneſs which. 
breaths Friendſhip when Friends ſepa-” 
| rate, and even after the pleaſing Con- 

werſation of ſo many days, (which was 
ſo to me at leaſt ) he conjured me t0 

think again of our entertainments, and 
fold me that he. had a great minde to 
write ſomewhat concerning them; but” 
that if I would likewiſe on my part* ſet 
hand to it, it would afford a4 alhch [a= 
tirfation at our next meeting. TI'made 
of them Five- or Six Convtrſations; 
and as I was about ta have continued, 
T underſtood that his Diſtemper 'encrea- 
ſed. dayly, aud much about- the ſame 
 timelearnt what was befallen hine. | 

We ſee indeed ſome inthe world who. 

ſruny: to learn, andto accompliſh theme-. 
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' ſelves by Reading; but moſt part defire | 
zothing in it but pleaſure , _—_ I 
Blame them mot; I am my ſelf much. o 
_ the ſame humonr. Thi 4 xther __ 
deſire, that men would give every thing 
ts due, and that they wonld conſider 
| what may be done on every ſubjed#, and 
what is to beexpeFed from it. For it 
3s not to be imagined that any one, let 
his Genims and Dexterity be what it 
will, can write very plexſingly on ſub- 
Je&s that aim onely at Inſiruction. In 
effet, a long diſcourſe of Truth and 
Falfhood, Good and Evil, is a kinde of - 
entertainment that toſſes the Minde 
without moving the Heart 5 and that 
which pleaſeth proceeds ordinarily from 
the contrary : For that end the Heart is 
tobe moved, and the Minde left in re- 
poſe, or at leaſt not tormented. and 
beſides, though men love not to be de- 
cerved, they far leſs love to be unde- 
ceived; and that is poſſibly one of the 
principal reaſons why the world knows 
yet ſo little, | 
Now 
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Now as to\the profit that may be. reaped 
from theſe entertainments, Few will ve- 
lieve that they fland. in need. of \ſueh 
things, to make them more intelligent 
or. accompliſhed. Tet the truth is, hat | 
tbe more Wit one hath,the more he will | 
lave them, end that hos 3s 0 more Te- 
quiſte but. ſound. Judgment te: under- 
frond them © That which is called. $39 
Learned) # of no greet nſe ere 


Tt. ao true, that the beſt bred Gentle- 
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y gaking ſerious reflexians 02 
"them, will without doubt become more 
comple and of higher value; aud that 
the moſt accompliſhed Lady cannot im- 
ploy on them ſo little time, but that ſhe 
will become more agreeable, and conſe- 
quently more beloved. It is ſo cafe a 
raatter to be cleared concerning this , 
that there would be a great deal of 1m- 


. prudence to ſay ſo, if one were not well 


afſured of it. Having debaſed. my 
ſubj ref on one ſtde, I extol it on the 


., other, that I may remark in it all that 


3s good and bad; for 1 pretend not fo 


proſe my ſelf. 
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In fine; 1 ſhoul4 never have thought 

4 writing theſe Converſations, zf' 7 

ad "not believed to have gratified the | 
perſon that IT have ſpoken of. For be» | 
ſfedes that T'addif not my ſelf almoſt to - 
any thing, and that I have no defigre 
to appear in publick; TI ſufficiently 
know the various opinions of the world, | ' 
n0t to be miſtaken in them. The ſmall | 
number, which is commonly the beſt, is 
Seldome found to be the fironger ; and 
if I had made it my bu ineſs to write, | | 


24 ſhould have been on other ſubje&Fs. k 
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.| Books Printed fo# and fold by H.Brome, fince the 
; dreadful Fire of London 1666, to 1677." 


R. Cumbers's Companion to the Temple, being s 
1 Parapbrale on the Common Prayer. 2 ol. 
Biſhop Coſex's Devorions. F 
Biſhop Taylor's Holy Living and Dying. 
MF. Fowler's Defigne of Chriſtianity. 
Dr. Patrick's Witneſſes to Chriſtianity. 
——flis Advice to a Friend. - 
aoſy-Anihems of the Church, 
The Reformed Monaſtery, or the Love of Jeſus. 
Nr: Farindows Sermons. | 
Bona's Guide to Eternity. 
-—» And ſeveral ſermons ar Court. 
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Pr. Dyport's Three Sermons on May 29.Nvv.8. 7ax.309 

| Hiſtories. Bf 

The Life of the great Buke of Efþer20z, being the Hil 
ſtory of the Civil Wars of France, beginning 1598; 
where D'Avila leaves off, and ending in 2642. by 
Charles Cotton Eſq; - 

The Commentary of M. Blarz. de Montluc the great Fa- 
vourite of Fraxce, in which are contained all the . 
Sieges, Battels, Skirmiſhes, in three Kings Reigns, 
by Charles Cotton Eſq; 

Mr. Rycast's Hiftory of Turkze. - 

The Hiſtory of the Three laſt Grand Scigniors. * 

The Hiſtory of Dox _— fol. 

! Biſhop »714in's Real CharaRter, fol. 

| Biſhop Coſers againſt Tranſubſtantiation., | 

\ Dr«.Guzaots Hiſt: of Bathe, and of the hor Waters there, "2 

{ The Fair one of Tus. {44 1 

| Domus Cartbufsana, or the Hiſtory'of the moſt Noble 

'Found*tion of the Charter- Houſe in London, with the  ' 
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Life-and Dearh of Thomas 'Sutrox Rig; | 
The Hiſtory of the Sevarztes, aNation inhabiting part 
of the third Continent. 7 & 
Dr. Gliſſinde Ventriculo & Inteſtinis. | De 


De vita Nature, 

Dr. Barbet's PraRtice, with Dr. Decker's Notes. 

Sir Ken. Digby's Excellent Receipts in Phyſick, Chirur- 
gery, and Cookery. 

The Anatomy of the Elder-tree , with its approved 
Vertue. * 

Mi(cellanits. 

Voſſius of the Wind and Scas. 

Dr. Sh7natr's Lexicon. 

The Planters Manuel, 

Treatiſe of Humane Reaſon. 

The Compleat Gameſter. 

Toleration diſcuſs'd, by R, L'Eſtrange Eſq 

England's Im provement, by RK. Coke Eſq; 

Leyburmws Arith. Recreations. 

Geographical Cards deſcribing all parts of the World, 
and a Geographical Diionary. 

School-Books, 

Screveling Lexicon, i in Quarto. 

Centum Fabulz, in Ocavo. 

Nalens Volens, or you ſhall make Latine. 

Radyns Rudimenta Artis Oratorie. 

Pools Para aſſus. 

=_ Scholars Guide from-the Accrdence to the Univer- 

ity. 

48 Coll. Engliſh, 

Lipſius of Conſtancy, Engliſh, 

Controverſies. 

Confiderations touching the true way to ſuppreſs Pope- 
7y 3 to which is added an'Hiſtorical account _ the 
Reformation here in Exglard. 

Lex Talzonrs, being an Anſwer ro Naked Truth. 

The Papifts Apology anſwered. 

A ſeaſonavle Diſcourle againft Popery. 

— The Defence of it. | 

The difference berweenthe Church and Court of Xome. 

Take hee: of both SUTeams, Popery and Presbytery, dy 
-Mr. oft; 

Dr. Du 440uli 1 zoninſt the Lord-Caltiema:n. 

— againſt Papal NTT et 
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OF THE 
 Mareſchal Clecentdithlh 
AND THE 


Chevalier de Mere. 


The Firſs Converſation. 


| * <q HE Mareſchal Clrambaalt. js 
that which men call a compleat 
Gentleman ; one that throughly 


underftands the World. He hath 

.. divided his time betwixt the Court and 
the Army, and there are not many that 

| B exceed 


" 2 The Converſiticns of the © 
\., exceed him, for that natural Wit which 
renders a.man both .accamplithed and com- 
plaſant. Though he has ſome impediment 
in his ſpeech, yet his expreſſion is orderly 
and graceful; and he had rather ſpeak 
than hear, whether it be that he ſeldom 
meets with. fatisfaftion from the- diſcour- 
ſes of others, or that. he is pleaſed (cas 
men believe) to make <imſelf admired. 

He hath been: now above two years in- 
diſpoſed, and neither Phyſicians, who have 
in great numbers viſited him, nor the Wa- 
ters of Boxrbon have been able to cure 
his Diſtemper. - It is a decay that hath not 
_ at all ſeized his mind ; which was never 
more lively, clear, 'nor.( I may ſay) more 
brisk and gay: he went with his Lady for 
fome time :to breath alittle (as they call 
It) of his Native Air. But it rarely hap- 
pens that a Courtier that falls Sick at 
Court finds himſelf better at his Countrey 
Houſe. His Lady took her Journey back 
for Paris, and the Mareſchal came to P... 
where now for fix .or feven Months he 
hath ſpent his time. 


"Where. ever he is, he ſtudies his diver- 


tiſement, but more to render himſelf a- 
greeable in Converſation : and as there is 
no advantage ſo ſmall, which :tends net to 
account inthe Hands of .a man of parts; 


the 
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Mureſchal Elerinboule Ge. 3 
the Mareſchal 'ſo improves the leaſt 6cca- 
ſions 'of Recreation, that he "meets every- 
where enough to paſs bis Une with plea- 
ſure. | 

Finding himſelf one day thock better 
than ordinary, -he invited- foe _ Ladies to: 
Dine with him at his Houſe; the Dinner 
was.. none of thoſe Feaſts, where for' moſt 
part men find nothing to their reliſh ; but 
a choice and delicate entertainment, even 
ſuch as heart could wiſh. Ladies com- 
monly make not long meals, whether it 
be that 'they- love not ſuch kinds of exceſs, 
or that they miſtruſt that they may not be | 
able there 'to preſerve I know not what 
punctilio's of Modeſty, which beget reſpect 
and eſteem. So ſoon as the Company had 
left the Table, they betook themſelves to 
their ſeverat Recreations, ſome to Play, 
and others to look on: the Mareſchal who 
made but a SpeQator, after his ordinary 
manner, delighted the Company with witty. 
diſcourſes ; but Play being of it ſelf a ſuf- 
ficient employment, and looſers not always 
delighted with good words, he would not 
ſay too. much;- and- to avoid the occaſion 
which tempts even the moſt reſerved, he 
drew aſide the Chevalier, and going into 
another Chamber ; -you may eaſily imagine 
(1aid- wy that..I am very glad' to-ſee you'; 
2 but 


4 The Cinmverſaticns of the 


1 muſt tell you. farther , your Company: 


'Tefſens my ilneſs. And to: ſpeak the -truth . T- 


having now tried a great many Medicines 
to cure me of a diltemper which Melan- 
-choly could do no good upon, I am reſolved 
for the future to uſe no other but Chear- 
fulneſs and Mirth. 

The Chevalier who had no! other thou ghts 


but how to divert him, asked him what EZ 


kind of Divertiſement he was. pleaſed to 
follow? Thad rather ( anſwered the Ma- 
reſchal) ſpend with you ſome-time in Con- 
.ference , than with theſe. Ladies at Play. 
For we diſcourſe of certain matters which 
.are not to be learned in the crowd and 
commerce of the World. I have never 
more paſſionately deſired any thing than 
to have a little leſs. ignorance ; and when 
] enjay .you in private. methinks I ſhake 
it of without ſtudy or tedious: inſtruction. 
I receive deep impreſhon from the ſmalleſt 
things which you tell me of Socrates, and 
I bope that one of theſe days I may come 
to cite the divine Plato too , after the man- 
ner of a certain Lady, that has a good 
Wit, and is much pleaſed to talk of every 
thing. 

Wit, (replied the Chevalier) 1s always 
A Staple: Commodity, and in my judgment 
Wamen themſelves cannot have too much 
of 


Mareſchal Clerambault, ©c. 5 
of it; but there are many People thar: 
would not have them: be knowing neither : 
or at leaſt that it ſhould ſo much appear. 
And, may : not this be the fame Lady that 
gave yow that./4:a of thoſe. whom 1o plea- 
fingly you: imitated; the: other day? I ne-- 
ver. ſaw any 'thing'better' reprefented, or - 
that better ſuted my humour : and to. 
ſpeak truth, it is-not enough to have Wit, 
ualets:a man have good Nature” too and: 
Breeding z; 0. * cone | off well in fach a 
caſe,” - | 

' {agree with you ( aid the Maveſchal) | 
that among Perſons of good --Judgment one 
cannot be roo well accompliſhed to hit that 
Knack of pleaſing which is to be defired. 
Yer becauſe. moſt part of People: have nor 
the 'Utiderſtanding ſo fine-'and: delicate, it 
many times happens, tharthey are rickled. 
and even charmed with a kind' of moods 
and pieces thar - are played them, whereof. 
Perſons of breeding would not willingly be: 
the Aﬀtors. You know very well that there - 
are a 'great.many Perſons that have a way 


of: pleaſing , 'who notwithſtanding 'cannot * + 


gain-Love, nor that men ſhould. intereſt 
themſelves in their concerns. I .think -no - 
body ſhould'covet fuch complaſantſhip, bur ' 
when .one as 'a- Gentleman and Perſon of 
ey does. _— he fails''not-rs _ 
= * Tas: - 


of 
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th& Heart and. Aﬀections;” and it is in that- 
way' alone that IT ſhould: be bery:glad to 
learn the Art. 

- © One cannot be too. Witty in a brisk and 
tively company. ; .yer one \ſhould: have” a 


ſpecial care" not to.; appear: alwaysbent to. | 


break. Jeſts,:or to- quibble ;/'there: is fome- 
-what free and unforced, that produceth far 
better effetts ;-nor would'I -be too reſer- 
ved, nor too much. affect ro: be of the ſmall 
number... When a; Perſon: has . reached: to 
a certain pitch of Merit, the open and 
civil. way. hath | great charms: te- infinite. 
Love. For. what:adUvantage ſogver a man ' 
may have, heimiuft notwithſtanding. comply 
-if he interid to pleaſe People. -'  : 

: I -have-obſerved fome certain. .Drolie- 
ries and -Cohceits which :thovghi-curretit 
and in vogue, yet: procure-:ho great';Ho+ 
nour. to ſuch. as make uſe: of them; ſome 
laugh.ar them rather -in: deriſſom;than de- 
light, or otherwiſe take-no notice. of them 
at all.  They.-laugh at them; (replied the 
Chevalier) as that; £gypraan Queen ſmiled 
ar: the Complements and Courtfhip:oFi1#> 
rbony.. | How ?: anſwered the areſtbal, of 
Anth$u3:that. was. one of Cefar's Generals; - 
and . who:diſpiited ſo long the:Empire with 
duguſfns? Good God:thejally.o Egyptian. 
and what:;had. ſhe;ita ſay 'againft _— b- 
- # » , ; = £ 
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The Chevalier having told him that-it 
might have perhaps been ſome blunt elcape 
of a" man _ that hath alwayes carried 
Arms: 1 perceive well, replied the Mare- 
ſchal, that even in that time "'there have 
been: prerending ſhe wits , and! [ took it- 
for an invention of our days. You like not 
well then . ſaid. the Chevalier, - that that 
Princeſs was ſo difficult, and. that there'was 
10 much ConduCt and Wir required to, ger 
into her favour, and Fer I imigin. that of 
all men living: you have theeaft reaſon to 
find* fault-with'it; being perſvaded that It 
would be good for you, if in all Courts 
where yon might be, there were ſuch 
nice and delicate Queens ; and I am even 
of the mind that this alone ſhould make 
you Iove her. For when a man humours 
Il 'the things he ſays, or ſets upon the | 
- performatce of them amiſs; do you not 
ſee that a little ſlight or averſion does 
well with Ladies, eſpecially-when. we do 
. but gueſs at it? 

_ I am of your mind, faid 'the- Mareſchat,”, 
but: a certain affeted nicety thar can away 
with nothing -but what one has been ac- 
cuſtomed and bred to, and rigorouſly. re- 
jects all that 1s knot rich; and. of the neweſt 
faſhion, ſeems .to -me the defect of /a' tow 
Spirit and tinted Soul : but ro-return' ro the 


B 4. Queen 


8 The Converſations of the 
Queen that was ſo. il} to-be pleaſed, is it 
not unjuſt to have a -man that has been 


born amongſt Armies never ſhow any thing 


of a Souldier, but when he faces his Ene - 
mies? Is it poſſible that a mar can have 
ſpent his life in an Army, and that. no 
body ſhould perceive or take notice of 
It? hz 

It is not to be contradicted, anſwered 
the Chevalier , that War is the nobleſt. 
rrade in . the World ; but if we give every 
thing is due,, a Gentleman hath no trade. 


For though he may be perſettly skilful'in | 


- ſome affairs, and even obliged to ſpend his 
" life in the management of it ; yet me- 
thinks neither the manner of his carriage, 
nor, his converſation. ſpeaks any. ſuch. thing. 
to appearance ; the reach: of- his mind: e- 
ftranges him from that, and in all rencoun- 
ters diſcovers to, him what is moſt be- 
coming his perſon and quality. 

How lovely an 7dea- do you- give me! 
cried the Mareſchal, and what pleaſure 
do -I take to repreſent to my {ſelf our 
young Prince with ſuch a frame of Spi- 
rit. We cannot chooſe a more noble Sub- 
jet. for our entertainment; and as you 
well know, few dayes paſs, wherein I do 
not ſpeak of him. -I remember where you 
and 1 left. when. we were laſt Interrupted. 
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I then asked - you .if - you :were not of the 
opinion that he ſhould learn the Language - 
of. the- ancient [Romans ; thei-tongue 'of 10 : 
many brave-men,' abd: of . fo "_—_ 2 nu» 
ber. of. Emperours.-. | 
Beſides that, of it's elf it is a "lovely © 
Language, replied the: Chevalier, we-reap 


_ a great advantage from the. knowledg | of - 


it, for the fine things we ſee repreſented : 
therein, in: their natural. and lively colours, , 
you know very well that when' men ſpeak-: 
there is always ſomewhat of hfe and ſenſe-- 
which is ſo naturally linked to their words, , 
that -what dexterity -ſocyer. a. man” may" 
have-to render it in -another tongue, yer” 
it-is not +in all 'reſpects the ſame :'and F-4 
am likewife of the mind that the art which 3: 
men imploy in teaching of it, gives ſome - 
Introduction .and light to all others, and*: 
that by- the -means thereof we ſpeak our © 
own Language better, or. at leaſt with”: 
more- exactneſs, -it being moreover at pre- - 
ſent the moſt- publick and univerſal Lan- - 
guage, the Prince ( fhould he even hecome -- 
the Arbiter of the -Wortd) would'be glad ! 
to underſtand what :fo. many Nations had : 
to ſay to. him, and to give .his.- Anſwers + 
without an Interpre@r. 
Is it an ealy matter ?:anfwered the Aa - 
reſchal ; and _” one become ..Skilful im 
Bis, }t a 
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It--in-a *ſhorr time? the moſt neceſſary part- 


of a Langnage', - replied the Chovalier, | 


coſts-bur' "little, and -is always of ' great 
value when attained : - bat the rarities which 
much depend on him that teacheth, and on 
thoſe: whom we hear ſpeak it well, are 


more. difficult': you :know what Perfection 
Is given-to:;things by-life touches, | and the 


laſt hand** 


It - is likewiſe-: my opinion: continued . 


the Chevalier, that the hours. of. his ten- 


der.-Infancy ſhould be rightly diſtributed, | 


for fear of over-burthening, or. putting of 
him out. of conceit with thaſe thmgs which- 
they would have him know, - and that they 


Mould at..firft begin” with lirtle exerciſes, 
fuch--as his: age..and ftrength can admit of, | 


to render him nimble and active in. body : 


he would thereby- become more .hea[th- | 
ful; and. of a better. conſtitution : ſo that 
eyen his Divertifements as well as Studies 


and other 'Tefler. employments ought to be 


in, the! moſti-convenient!-manner. diverſified. 


And I believe it were '£00d-:that-rhe. times 
of, them. ſhould 'tot | be:.too. regular: For 
Pleaſure -.ir' ſelf which :daily :preſents-in an 


order too equal; ealily Oe: and becomes 


a.toll.- 1 


© Vimagine that. in; this; tender age, when - 
we may _—_ haben mwpleaſe, but not - 


— as 
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ſo.,cafily afterward. efface, it, 'ſpeciaF care 
ſhould be - raken that, the perſons that :are - 
about him -be ſuch -who are -every;- way 
accompliſhed, whoſe. procedure; and /pre=. 
ſence. may not habituate him 'to- any thing :. 
which »muſt be forgotten. I would have : 
ſach meaſures. deſcend even to-the,choice « 
of theſe Maſters that are to inftrac bing 
In-the, meaneſt; things... Men will not- fail ' 
to: ſay: that this .is a, notion 2, but iI. am © 
perſvaded that in all” kinds - of . exexciſes 
whether. of Body - or- Mind, . it..is;to be -. 
wiſhed that they who. dg. therein-acquit * 
themſclyes molt 'Gentilely, or. who underx - 
ſtand themſelyes -beſt,in their; way, Jhould : 
beſtow onhim fomewhat which the moſtpart : 
of Maſters are :not' maſters- of, and*-that 
| ſometimes 4. D. T.. and « A. F 4 P. Pnfelr". | 
ſhould entertain him with. matters of War, .* 
a and put him. upqn--the..crace,,of: Conquer 
1 rours.. For-.I am convinced, ,that; whatever | 
may -be- the birth 'of any: perfon,..he. ought : - 
to think- himſelf much hongured,: in haying : 
contributed. ſome.thing. to a,;work ofthis + 
conſequence,and that whatſoeyer the young . 
| Prince may learn,. cannot - proceed trom + 
| too. Noble..a Maſter. | 
| It is reported * of Ceſar that after. ſo 
many. Battles'; having traverſed to and fro- 
irom Eprope to-4ſa, 3d from tence. ito 
| '. Africa, 


12 % -Obirarſatian _ the . 
Afvica, heileſt moſt«of his old Souldiers,, | 
and that he: was forced to train up a ſtock - j 
offiew ones, teaching them how to hold the . | 
Buckler, to manage the Sword and Spear; . 
do you not. believe. that when they. tearned 
this from-.ſuch . a Maſter, the inſtruction . 
pierced deeper », even though they were - 
not aware of it? - 

What is ſaid of-lovely perſons,. anſwered : 
the. /areſchal, that all: things. become 
them-well, may- with -more reaſon be ſaid 
of, Perſons of Breeding, and I ſhould have -- 
been very glad to have ſeen +that great - 
Maſter -of the World. play the. Fencing- 
Maſter... Whatſoever I had obferved from - 
1q: great - -a_.man, would have taught me_ 
fſamewhat that I ſhould have been g glad to . 

' have 'Tremembred. And it is very true 
vwhat.;you juſt now -ſaid, that there is a ; 
kind::of People whoſe Converſation we - 4 
cannor ſufficiently- hug ; for -it is certain. 
that if we fee them often-upon what oc- 
caſion ſdever' it may be, behides the pro- 
greſs : and advances we make in their com- . 
pany; we are ſeaſoned with a ſweet odor; .. 
ag men without minding it, perfume them- | 
ſelves in walking amongſt Jaſmins aud O- 


= Trees. 
othing -can -be imnoincd more florid, 


lad the Chevalier and without flattery, Sir, 
ye. 
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| you poſlefs a great juſtneſs and. exaCtitude - 

' of expreſſion. I take. my flight, replied.. 

| the Adareſchal, when I am upon the Wing 

| and I doubted that would (arpriſe. you. You. . 
| have not-ſurprized me, ſaid the Chevalier, 

/  buttofillme with content ; a good thought 
deſerves to be- well expreſled,. and I have 
not met with. any -more pleaſing.: 

I am-. notwithſtanding the. man of the. - 
World, replied the Mareſchal, that hunts 
leaſt after ſach' flouriſhes-:gf; ſpeech : nor - 
do I love alt theſe ways of exaftitude ; 
that of ſenſe* pleaſes- me always, bur com- 
monly that of. words and expreſſion. ſeems - 
to me. affected, and if I did defire to be 
eloquent, it ſhould bein Wit and Thought. 

A man expreſſes himſelfwell-enough; when . 
he wants not matter to ſpeak. 

Men fuy as much-.as they- pleaſe, an- 
{ſwered the Chevalier, in what concerns 
the commerce of the World; we find : 
bat too many people. who underftand 
that Language, but for ſome certain mat- 
ters which come lefs in view, and are not - 
ſq eaſily conceived, we find ſometime much-- . : 
difficulty to expreſs them as we would. 
| It is true, to conceive them aright-4s: to be 
eloquent, what way ſoever we make our 
ſelves underſtood: They that think well 
are .neyer too long nor tedious ; they _—_ p 

QT . 
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for words only: to-expreſs their thoughts, 
and others make: it their buſineſs  rathes 
to. ſpeak! than to: tell: their” mind. 1s 

'I obſerve'two ſorts of exaſtitade; which 
always produce: good -eftects. The one -con- 
ſiſts in the taking up a. right of. things, 
and underſtanding of them as they are in 
themſelves without confounding them "toe 
gether, the: leaft fault that here we cam- 
mit either in ſpeech:or. action, is knowr ; 
and this depends -on Wit and. Underſtan- 
ding. 

The other exactitude appears in judging 
the decorunrand knowing the meaſures and 
bounds how-far we ſhould proceed, and 
when we ought to ſtap:; this, which chief» 
ly proceeds. from humour and . opinion : 
ſeems to me more dubious and difficult: 

The exactitude of words is not unplea- 
fant when it -is without affectation ,. and 
the words do . bat very ſeldom gingle and 
chime : but IF dare aſture you we cannot 
have too much -of a © certain exactitude - 
and juſtneſs of Language,. which conſiſts in - 
imploying the-.apteſt wayes of. ſpeaking to - 
infinuate our- thoughts into .ithe minds of 
others: neither more nor-leſs: than we would 


| defire they . were. 


Theſe kinds of - exactitude are always 


well receiyed, .proyided we. be not to {e- 


VYEIE . 
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vere and rigid to others, and that. we have - 
m our 'thoughts that: Reman Lagy- before 
whom there was no ſtumbling ; for whilt 
ſhe urgey a'. brave Gentleman, who was a 
little intangled in his. diſcourſe ; he -told 
her that ſhe' was in the right, . bat yes 
very. uneaſy +to rob him. of .the pleaſure of ' 
negligence. | | 

We are a-'great deat more - civil with 
Ladies now-a-days, ſaid . the: /Mareſchal', 
than they were. in thoſe times, and what 
they fay does not in_ the _ Jeaft choak . the 
men of this World: they may? venture at : 
all and particularly if they be fair. Yer a man 
of. breeding, let his merit be what it willz 
ought. not to have ſuch confidence ; bur 
the more. he::exce}ls others, the more he-- 
ought to be: upon. his Guard,: not to ims - 
poſe conſtraint upon them, -but to-render - 
htmſelf courteous-and-.civil.” For all 'men 

naturally fear Maſters.-  : © 
I am much' taken; with 'thoſe---perſons 
who. always ſhew their Wir : without the. 
teaſt -offence- of. any, and I mortally hare 
ſuch; who have Wir for no other end but 
to-vex and diſpleaſe : it.is -well. "done -to 
_ avoid , the -company of: theſe as: much :as 
may :be,- becauſe . ſuch ar humaur - 1s: the 
product of 2 proud and <vil nature, which - 
iheds it {clf upon eyery thing they da, there 
are... 
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are others, who are rather ſenſeleſs than 
malitious, who for. the pleaſure of a; few 
good words or @ jeft let fly at all, with- 
out confidering what may be the.conſe- 


quences. What profit can we. reap, from ' 
our Wit, when we know not how-to uſe 


ir to gain love and eſteem? We may with- 


draw if matters go not as we would have- 
them ;* but when we ſhew our ſelves, our 


demeanour ſhould be \uch; that they whom 


we ſee, ſhould be well farisfied with - our. 


company, even though we have no- love 
for their. perſons. For he -that thinks -to 
revenge himſe'f by-giving diſtaſt, does him- 
ſelf more hurt, than thoſe whom-he diſ- 
wes. 


I know alſo others who out of a principle | 
of envy are peeviſh and uneaſy , this is the - 
fault that moſt of all offends me,and yyhich - 


ſhews-as much Jowneſs of heart as ſhallow- 
neſs of wit.For if we underſtand aright what 
life and fortune is, we ſhall incline rather 


ro bewail than - envy- thoſe . whom-the. 


World cſteems nappy: I have known ob- 
ſcure people; and 
who would be thought equal to the chief 


men of the times, and who could byno - 


means endure ms reputation of. their bet- 


ters. 
_ There. are others that would willitgly 


indeed :; 


very - ordinary merir, . 
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indeed-: be complaſant and gain Toye,. -but 
from whom neither honour nor truth, 
nor. the goed of thoſe that hear them 
can ever draw. any thing, if they cannot 
hit the right ſtring. and make it turn to 
their own account: this is not. the beft-- 
ſide, and I find the World not very fa- 
yourable to thoſe who only mind their 
own Intereſt, but always well aitected to- 
ward. ſuch as endeavour-to. make perſons 
of merit eſteemed. _ | 

My Lord Mareſchal, faid the Chevalier, 
you are a perſon of wonderful dexterity ; 
the Queſtion was only of the juſtneſs and 
exactitude of Language, or of ſame thing of 
like nature; you have nevertheleſs by a 
ſweet and almoſt inſenſible tranſition. ſlipe 
into, the commerce- of the World , and: 
pleafintly deſcribed thoſe who make bad 
uſe of their Wit, and who only ſpeak ifor 
their own intereſt : this ſhews that - you. 
have obſerved the Court, and that: you 
have a juſt pique againſt corruprion.in; man 
ners. | | bt; 2 

I ſhall only--add to what you have ſaid, 
that when we ſpeak, what aim ſoever we 
may have, its indeed.neceflary thar-the de- 
ſign of pleaſing go along with it ; but yet> 
this ought not to be our ſole and chief end 
in diſcourſe,  - Nature deſigns-;anly to ferve 
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our neceſſities :-and there is nothing in the 
Tovelieſt body in the- World which con- 


duceth not either to life or-motion. Feaſting 


and -good- Chear take their riſe from the 
neceſſity of Fating ard Prinkmg. We muſt 
have- Lodging, and from thence it -is that 
men Jove- fajr- Houſes. | For: at firſt men 
only deſire things becars+ they cannot 
want them, but pleaſure comes: afterward 
as the. overplus (to uſe this word) and-as 
a preſent which does delight the more be- 
eauſe- unexpected. 

-Eidd extreamly- approve”! that. then 'ex- 
preſs their thoughts at whar rate ſoever, 
anſwered the Afareſchal, and I underſtand 
very well what you mean. : I believe that 
the beſt! way' for a''iman-ro' render -him- 
If able and knowing; is not to ſtudy much, 
but frequently-to-diſtourfe of matters which 
unlock-the-mind. It were good if] miſtake 
not, to' accuſftom the young Prince to-this, 
and to place ſome perfons about him, who 
"might -inſtruft- him after this manner. As 
for the Ladies that are intruſted to be near 


him ,* I fee ! no” neceſſity that there | 


fhiould be ſo great care taken in chvoſing 
of them, and T confeſs for my own part I 
ſhould only pitch upon the moſt , airy 
and, brisk, to keep him merry and in good 
humour. " Bor- except} but” a - yery-/ ſmall 
v::0 * number, 


L 1A 
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number, "the- moſt” ingenious” of 'them ap- 


-pear to me but of a ſhort. reach, though 
otherways taking : you- know very well 


that; from certain :Featiffes 'and tharms* of 
the” Face,' and” from' the -ſtattire 'of Body 
there can be no confequents''Arawn'as''to 
the endowments of the: mind : they who 


\ know to diitinguiſh. thoſe two are not eaſ- 


ly: miſtaken, 

Men will not. have Women to be in- 
genious, faid, the Chevalier, 'and-1- know 
nat why; unleſs it.-be perhaps becauſe: they 
are:ſufficiently praifed upori other -reſpetts, 
and rhat they are beautiful. For - People 
are pledſed : to cut-off "of "the. one "ſide>, 
what. they /.cannot'. refuſe on 'the: other, 
and if. they. be forced'to acknowledg that 
a: man -is:veryivaliant; they wild a6t-allow 
that he is otherways accompliſhed; 'thotgh 
perhaps his: valour may be leſs than thoſe 
ether accompliſhments. It ſeems not - te 
me :ſo' rare to ſee: badies| of good judg- 
ment; iyeac find; :intithem a dehicatenieſs 
of Spirir whichis:not 10: 'common to) men; 
FE have even-taken:notice©:1n many” Res : 
and/ amongſt all-ſorts of conditions 
men perform not ordinarily what” x ey 
about with. ſo goad- Orace, as Women do ; 
and that':: Women , underſtand xliemfelyes 
betrer. on met :in:doing things A 

an 
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and well-: .whether- It be thar the adyan- So 
tage of giving- content is to them: more |. 


natural, or perceiving that to' be their chief 
concernment; they, train themſelves; there- 
to from -their' childhood” as:: to. a''trade. 
There are zwo -ox.three- (if I -miſtake not) 
who have "begun to difabuſe-the Court 
_ of falle Gallantry, and if there were nei- 
ther Glory nor Pleaſure ro get; into the 
favour and good' eſteem of Ladies, men 
would. not, contrive ſo many knacks* and 
fetches to give them content. I ſay more, 
a man 1s never :compleatly a Gentleman, 
or at leaſt Gallant and -Courtly, but La- 
dies have had a hand. in ſhaping of him. -- 

_ E am much obliged to you, faid the 
re or putting. a difference betwixr 
the, Gentleman and: the :Sallant,-men eaſily 
confound. them. oo 2h 

It ſeems to me, ſaid the Chevalier, that 
the - Gallant is the only man im converſa- 
tion, and that people find in his carriage. 


certain pleaſures, » which. a virtuous Gemte-- 


man: cangot always :g ie: ; whoſe concealed 
advantages are-notwithftanding; greater, als - 


though he-make leſs ſhew' in | the eyes: of * 


the -World.' - R 
Theres a great difference between them, 
replied the |A{areſchal , this quality of a 
Gallant: which'takes: amongſt young peopte, 
3 vaniſherh ; 


=." 
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vaniſheth as a Flower or-"Drean; and T - 


: . . have ſeen fome of 'theſe - gallant men'be- 


. come the contempt of .thoſe very perfons, 
Who had before admired them : but if we 
love a man becauſe he is a perſon of worth 
and integrity, we love him always, and in 
that- reſpect time ' gains no advantage over 
Hm, 2 eff? i FEY 
I imagine, faid the Chevalier, that theſe 
Gallants were never in ſo much eſteem, 
nor the World fo much dazled with them ; . 
but that there was always ſome who'per- 
ceived it very well, that all their aſtre was 
but falſe Gallantry, and I know not what 
'glittering thing,that had a qualityto ſurprize; 
- but true Gallantry, among perſons who un- 
-deritand it, is always well received ; it de- 
pends but litte on the advantages of bo- 
dy ; nay it happens often that a man whoſe 
mMisfhapen perſon ſeems the miſtake of Na- 
ture, has yet, a better grace than another 
whoſe - delicate proportion could hardly 
be flattered by Painting. For it is not e- 
nough to have ſo fair an outſide to be- 
come agreeable'; the more important 'ad- 
vantage conſiſts in ordering aright the head 
and heart. Neither is a man ever truly 
Gallant without a good Heart, and a com- 
petent Wit. D | 
This true Gallantry appears —_— 
that 
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that-i#t hath the art of giving a pleaſing 
view. ,tq; unpleaſant: matters. For very of-. 
ten. that which offends us moſt, would not 
atall'rrouble- us if we took it in the right 
way. I remember there were two Friends 
who went -td viſit a: Lady; he. that was. 
worſt received,-fancied no .way . better. rv 
gain her Favour than to run down this 
Friend*: the other who perceived it; inſtead 
of falling into paſſion, or ſo much as com- 
plaining of the .uſage; I was very 1enſible, 
ſaid he, that: you loved me ; but never 
thought you believed: me: ſo deſerving a 
perſon, as .to- be eſteemed of by a Lady. 
of ſo great merit, and who underftands - 
the humours of People ſo well, this opi- 
nion of yours is ſo much to my advan- 
tage that it can never wrong our Friend-. 
ſhip. ; 15 

That appears to me indeed altogether gal- 


lant, faid the Aareſchal, and I know not if . \ 


' what: was reported to me ofa great Princeſs, 
be not very much of the ſame ſtrain.One told 
her that a very honeſt but ſomewhat capri- 
civus man, found fault with her Condutt.We 
have, faid ſhe, but too many that flatter 
us ; what you acquaint me with of that 
Gentleman, is rather an advice than re- 
proach ; it is not his feult if I be not a 
little. better, and I am- therefore obliged to 
him, Nothing 


* _ Nothing could. be better ſaid, oaffvrnn 
{ the Chevalier, 'and that clears to. me what 
| L- was thinking of: Without +donbt that 
Princeſs muſt, have ' been an extraordinary 
' Perſon. Good God how happy ſhould we 
be, if ſo many things which paſs in- . che 
World, were taken-in that ſenſe, 1 I imagine, 


8 continued the Chevalier that a Gallant man 


is nothing elſe but an honeſt and virtuous 
man, a little more ſparkling and gay than 
ordinary, and who hath the dexterity 16 
_ to demean himſelf, that every. thing be- 
comes 'him well : However there is great 
advantage to be gained from being able 
to perform both the one and the other, ac- 
cording as time and ſeaſon make it con- 
venient ,- and. I have known perſons of 
worth ſtrangely puzled in the company of 
Ladies, and -who knew not by what Bias 
to. inſinuate themſelves into their Conver--. 
* ſation, although they could have told them 
matters of very good ſenſe. 

Of good ſenſe ! cried the Mareſchal, and 
who could let it enter. ihto his head to 
employ it ſo unſeaſonably ? Ladies in ſuch 
rencounters are never ſo. grave nor ſevere, 
as to mind good ſenſe. They love that 
gallant addreſs which you know , gentile 
and -delicate ways, a- brisk and ſparkling 
Converſation, an agrecable complaſance, no 
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the rather, if a little flattering ; that dex- 


terity, and. that knack which hath ſome- * 
. what of edg and ſmartneſs to heat and 


give them play, without pinching or putting 


of them to -a plunge ; that carriage of the | 
higher ranck that ſhews It ſelf in all things, | 


that modeſt aſſurance, which hath nothing _ 
low, nothing malitious, nothing but what 
ſpeaks a Gentleman. 

He that can handſomly acquit. himſelf of 


all this, may I think do much with Ladies; _ : 


and it is the ſureſt way to pleaſe them; 
but likewiſe the moſt to be feared if we - 
want dexterity and good Grace in ma- 


naging of it. For we muſt not forget that 


rhe more ſich things are taking when wel] 
performed, the more diſtaſte they breed 
when uningenuinly done. 

To this might be added, faid the Che- 
valer , that few Perſons are born to {6 

ſplendid and ſparkling a way of carriage,and 
t though one might ſucceed in it to per- 
fection, yet the moſt part of Women do 
not too much affect it; ar leaſt ſo much 
pomp and overdoing would at length cloy 
them. 1 perceive that the more witty, 
are far better pleaſed with ſomwhat more 
remiſs and reſerved ; and ordinarily men 
miſtake the mark with them ; becauſe they 
conſider not that they are gained by the 
ame / 
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k believe, and oftentimes more? n 
| - fire. - They give them not leiſure enoug 
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" Maitdatt Clar amb: plete 
ſame merkods, and loft in.the; ſame; manner 
as themſelves: Men: throw;, Geir: 1 
their head, and-rell,them-ar;fi r{-f18: 
of love than-probabiliry will full 


j to 
wiſh that men migtit Jove'them, and to taft 
a certain-{weetneſs whicttis'not to be found 
but in the progreſs of love, This pleaſure 
is to be enjoyed a long time, to beget a love 
conſtant and perpetual z for we are not 
much "TITiefied to obtain WrFWe-tmvenor 
much defired, and when we obtain it fo, we 
accuſtom our ſelves to deſpiſe ir, and- com- 
monly never more eſteem-it again. But give 


' your ſelf no trouble concerning Ladies for 


the young Prince, they my not. be vanring 
when: it 1s timE,”: + 1 | 
As they were hag in diſcourle, a Meſſen- 
ger came to 'acquaing them'that their was-a 
diſpute in Game amongſt the Ladies, who as 
I told you were at play in another Cham- 
vers and that they prayed them'to decide 
" That could not: happen more pat, ſaid 


the Mareſcha], and our luck is good at-the 


very nick of time, ſo to have fallen on the 
ſubject of Ladies : For if we would deſipe 
that-none-of the -Ladjes -here-do-grumble, 
we haye need of all that is requiſite, to 
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ver[7 lions of the 
judg their controverfie. Let us 'pay them 
the civilities of the houſe ; and let that im- 
ptoy us for today. 'To-morrow'I expett: 
You, andſhall: ve.order that we may not 


The End of the 
Converſation. 
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1] THE SECON i » 4 
CONVERSATION. |} 
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HE Court life without doubt, 
affords more friends and ac- 
quaintances, than a private, but s 
_ of ſo. many friends there are but 
| few who are ſach as they ought 
to be ; and for the moſt part at Court, men 
neither know nor are intimately known of 
any. It is not (as they ſay) that Courteours 
bave na eſteem for any thing, and that In- 
tereſt ts more-their deſign than the diſcove 
of merit. For liymors WE IFRgers are mer 

2 the 


8 The Converſations the 
the ſame there as-in other places, and every - 
where we .meet 'with Intereſt. _ But being 


divided. amongſt ſd many, they are formal to f [ 
xo'overy onea ſaperficial ſhare” ; 


al l; ante 


"$d 


accordin ey. value, them: and © it (is | 
comn ION © gia: for love” nor) Ihrimacy, / 1 


Chevalier, who had ſeen fo much ofthe Ma- 
reſchal in. the world, and knew him” ſufftic- 
ently po be a very: gallant perſon,did. not. yet 


find any great mifs-:of -him , then when he 


had not the opportunity to ſee him, bur 


having ſome ſeven or eight days enjoyed his | 


converſation in tetiremenit, he could not for: | 
the future live out of his company. : 


The Chevalier according to their appoint- 


ment failed not ro come next day, and being 


there betimes, engaged the Mareſcha] to 
ſpend the morning at play, and prevailed fo. 
far that before rhey left off, they obliged 
themſelvesto fall ro it again after dinner. 
Though he*took pleaſtire-to hear the, Mare- 
- ſchal diſcourfe, yer he ſtill contrived ſome - 
invention to take him off from ſpeaking too 
much.” 'For though he hath no need: of too: \ 
much agitation, yet he grows quickly ca-' 
ger, and contrary to the practice of molt. of 
the World, who dive but lirtle-inro things} 
Is exceſſive in thinking, aridi ſpeaks Teh 
Wit 


thar-men "hers tontract familiarity. | The- - 
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+ with:ſo-much-intention of ſpirit, and, eyen 
{ with ſo great ation as.if he, were. in perfect 
health. | Sr gt 


_ Their play--was only. for: divertifement ; 
:J ard ſo. ought true; friends; ro: afe it 2. For if 
highs playing; deftroy;anot}: friendſhip , ut 
- 7: at leaſt / ſorhewhat -alter ;and- ſhake 
6 i | + TRE, "ITN ; : 4g? + -y x 
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'. Having playedia long time, the Mareſchal 
| fpoke.of:gaing\intoradWieadoy; bythe ide 
1 offaditteRiver,ahigh:pafſerh} by the:fovr 
] ofithe>Toxen} And þtamiſs the cheat 'Was 
o| npvipetfverzcherrank: a twh inthe Cham- 
ber;- and rold the Chevalier that he had-been 
- thinking! of that -<4Egyprian Queen. |: Riſing 
, | this morning;7 ſaid hey! I - took:, pleaſure, to 
> | Ffmilt at. thafſ-man:;you. told me of; ] imagined 
, | Lfaw- him with ther: entertaining  heg-with 
4 


the Garrefſes and 1Courrſhip.;that Souldiers 
uſe:commonly towards;Eadies,.. That which 
pleaſed you, {ld the-C yeval;e;,was that you 
baye:nothing.;to fear: when; you; meet -with 
any.jſo;mee. Not! tpe;mech. of thar-neithex, 
replied ithe Mareſchal; L- ſhould - have-alſo 
ſome:touch-of; the Army, if I. did not look 
f | T9 It, and-jome have.done me the favour to 
| acquaint me with it. And indeed to fay the 
- | truth, I have little learning, and you -can- 


h | C 3 not 
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zO The Cemverſations of the F 
not'believe how much that troubles me,bur- Þ 
I hope my Children may live to-get more 1 3 
than their Maſters. J 


Let it not trouble you fo much, faid- the l 
Chevaker, that you have ſtadied ſo little, | 
you have loſt nothing'but alittle Latin: that 
you might have learfied. -: Thar! is a.great .: 
deal, replied the Aareſchal, if there were _ 
nothing elſe. But ſhould not I alſo have. 
learned the Sciences, whereof my friend .X, 
makes ſo great efteem20And as-heentarged - 
 bimſe1f upen'the:Coliferences that) he had 
held with his: Friendy you. ſpeak not; ſaid: 
the Chevality, Mike a man withour/Reading: | 
what I hear om: Fou is ettobght to:make 
you admired :' and''ro ſpeak ruth, for a 
Souldierayd rear |Conttier-!yow are much 
of a Scholat. The Maveebaltetta laughing, 
and told him that he knew nothing of Scien- 
ces but the name, The Maſters, replied the 


Chevalier, know not a fittte more, You | 


might have heen taught all in the ordinary 
manner, with the loſs of much time and. 
with great trouble, and' have -never been 
more accompliſhed or knowing, unleſs per- 
haps that you might have thereby unde- | 
_ -your ſelf of the falſe opinion of 
them, 


What | 
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What. you ren ed the Mareſthal 


'- after a little pauſe, is not without probabi- 


lity ;.,and you:-make me refleCt' how thiat I 
have ſpent whole days with that man,-to 
hear him diſcourſe of Sciences. 1I- frankly 
confeſs that it happened reqnenely that 1 
underſtood him not in the. leaſt, and the 
more he laboured. to explain bimſelf, the 
les. intelligible ſtill I found him. To judg | 
of Philoſophy by the notion which he.gave 


me of it, it ſeemed to me a kind of night, 


and I once asked him if obſcurity and dark- 
neſs were not eflential yy it A, this is Are 


beginning deed, ad bo Nor me,. 
| Fe Fs .of Ic that cou 
not have faid ſo. muck ut paren E. 


I may conceal noth bing from you, cs —__ 
underſtand aright- all. this, unleſs they be 
trained to it. from-theiryouth.:... :. 
Men-underſtand it not the. better, fiid the 
Chevalier,for having rampered with it from 
their Childhood, bar are only is- furpriſed 
with its obſcurity. Theſe blades are accu- 
ſtomed from their infancy to- ſpeak of every 
thing without: the diftin&t knowledge. of an ay 
thing. What they ſay never; appears. f 


them obſcure or confuſed, and the moſt part 
fancy that they are very well underſtood, + 
though it be impoſſible to untwiſt their 
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.32 ' The Converſations of the _Þ 
+ How comes 'jt'ro' piſs then, replied: the- *Þ 


 Mareſehal, that men profit nothing by the Þ 


-inftru&ions which the Ancients, and: fince 


given'us ? 1 would tell you what 1 think, 


anſwered the "Chevalier, did: ] not fear to 
trouble you; forthe ſibje&'*is not” very 
Pleafing, *Arid/beſides;methitiks men ſhould. | 
-find enough. ro do'to put'in' practice what 


boa £* 


they know, without medling ro, prove it;or 


to teach it to others : and- particularly 1 


"who know.', but "very. little, why ſhould T 

untlertake t6 adviſe ? I aye'fleprowell-Taft | 
Hiphe, ne the ik ey, /and we lave:di- - 
Hed fo pleaſingly, thatho fubject'ean come. 
-armiſs to me to day; atid therefore” T- 'defie | 
you to. trouble me. Beſides, there 'is ftno- - 
thing ſodull which by demeerity and wit may. 


not be _briskly fer off; -and T'know'you: have. 
Enough to fpare.”* 'My Lord Mareſchal; faid- 
the ' Chevalier, you are 'pleaſed to divert 
your ſelf.” '1 fpeak'of you, replied the Ma- 
reſchal, as T would: ſpeak of my ſelf, Idefire 
tobe without vanity and flattery, and I find. 

perfons.of '' breeding altogether free from. . 
both. * And though-+ there are occaſions 
where one may flatter with-good grace, yet 


vanity is always misbecoming, ſo that Iper= 


ceive that men ordinarily ſlight even the ad-. 
Vantages and whar elſe is good in Yain per- 
"O'S 4-5 {ons, 


" AMueſbakOtethmbautatF. jx3 1 
ſors. It.is well done rofhidevit; but much 
| Gerter'(if poſſible3 tpabandort'i it; | For what . 
eare: ſvever one' may*have” to conceal it, 
ak iS Mill (mewhat offenſe that Inſert 
bly1pringstfrom nee get 
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-1 moſtivellyour! ecielhfaring of this 
blemiſh which I fear ſo much, that though 
the-hurry of the world; and ſome little am- 
bition have taken me off from a ſpeculative 
life, yet I am wonderfully in love with a 
certain keen and neat vivacity-of ſpirit that 
'offers atievery thing with'good grace. Some 
have-chought that 'T' had a” little ſpark of 
this." However," there 'is nothing whatſo- 
ever men eſteem afid i admire which” affects 
me like that. I muſt difelofe to: you'-the 
very-ſecrets of 'my -heart, Fam» not” much * 
wedded to life, *afid Tknow:'how T'ought to 
conſider this world ; yet let one be-never fo 
much diſengaged,” if he. have Children, his 
care and thoughts bend often rowards them, . 
T*-have fome'ts whom nature Is not want-: - 
ing,” and-am+perſwatled:/that our. diſcourſes | 
: may-be uſeful. This it: lis that makes'me 
ſpeak-of ſo many ſubjedts ' And"to return 
"again ito''rhe <queſtion-. that 'T'propoſed to 
-you;' how can it be:that men; reap 10 little - 
"benefit fromirhe Sciences; whicti have been. : 
left ws'byrtie- learned Greciais 2 youi have | 
wich C.s5 _ offen:; 


"* 34 The Gomberſations ofthe» | 
| ſmalleſt hints that you heve given me of it, Þ 
have exceedingly pleaſed me. I ſhould: be... 


very glad if to day, you, would 'rake- the .. ; 
pains to guide me [through theſe places of: | 


' often entertained} me with Greece, and the 


ſo much fame, and obſerve. ro me on..our 


way what there you - may find'moſt conſide- | 
rable. Having faid ſo, he took a chair and + 
made the Chevalzer it Gomtwho thus began |}. 


to fpcak, 


Sinee it is'your pleaſure, I muſt tell you | 


that Greece hath been the moſt agreeable 


place of abode that could -be imagined. The 


Air of the Countrey is thin and pure, but ſo 
temperate, that ſeldom either winter or 
ſummer incommode it; All that was to.-be 


defired-to make a happy life was therein 


plenty to be found. Men were born. there. 


with a diſpoſition to all kinds of -exerciſes,. | 
and art eaſily perfe&ted what nature had ſo * 


wel} begun, The Athenian Ladies were 
naturally gallant, and for moſt part rather 


brown than fair : men found in-them ſome- 


what of edge and life that was pleaſing. And 
884n a dark and ftifl- night there are often 


feew flahi 5 of lightning, ſo though - their | 


ſaying of things was plain-and re- 


red, = in as ſtil} there appeared-ſome 


eradiations of wit, Iris alſo-reperted that 


CL 


the | 


|  Moreſchal Clerambaule8:. ys | 

JF the tone of their--yoice was ſo' charming; -! 
that there needed no more but that alone ro 
fill their hearers with pleaſure. But beſides 

. that that Language was delicate and -pure, 
you cannot conceive how many. fine things = 
were 1aid in it; for there were ſome who  * 
beſides the dexterity of body, invented 0- 
.ther pleaſing knacks.- And in no place of the 
world was the way of taking or making of 
love better underſtood than there. - 


* That Countrey had the genius of invent- 
ing and perfecting of Arts; 'Painting was to © - 
be ſeen there in a manner egg d, full - 
of wit and fancy.” "They had always” in it 
ſomewhat of invention, that did indeed fur- 
iſe, but more delight the beholders. What _ 
ath not been ſaid of the Pifture of the Sa- 
crifice of phigenia which none could look _ -! 
on without tears ? and of that piece of Rox- 
ilana and Alexander, where- with chains 'of 
Mirtle and Roſes love took hold of that con- 
queror and1ed him captive to the; 'feetiof 
his priſoner-? ſo ſtrange an adventure ' held 
_ at firſt mens minds in admirationy+ but'this- 
priſoner appearing with'fo excellent andfur- - -: 
_ priling beauty, the leaſt glance that was caft 
upon it baniſhed all aſtoniſhment at her con- 
mor There are at this day ſome of their 
Sculptures to be-ſcen that ſpeaks ſomewhat -- 
2 - GC 6 above 


16 The Gmtverſations of the 


above-human reach. And that'Reaſon along 
if nothing elſe, might-have excuſed the Na- 
tions - of theſe times for baving ncprift: 


_ 


In Muſick hoy had bor gieAt- skill; that by 
adjuſting.and diverſifying ' of certain ſounds. 
they could touch” and affect the :heart ar. 
theivipleaſure.”. . Have you never heard how - 


Alexander;;amidit the delights' of a great 


Feaſt, where nothing but mirch was intend- 
ed,, was ſo- charmed; ind. tranſported with - 
the Muſick; that he -ran; to his Arms, as if - 
he had ſeen the enemy-?-for;/ it had -a kind 
_ of 5 violence .and inchanting, the ſecret 
whereof hath not deſcended to 0s, at leaſt. 


. thar/which,was mere: rare 1n. jt, is NOW altor.. 
OG loÞ.« *!; | 41 


"Fheir. Eloquence. ſolaks loud enough;- 
though we-ſpeak-nothing of it, and-. indeed 
who'can ſufficiently tell what ic was, bur he 
thak An {peak with the ſame.2,' did- not ſo . 

Tany-lovely ! yerſes:that appeared. in-their 

. axuraldreſs make the ' world: believe,that 
" Was the Language of :the Gods, and -that 
amen ;{pake!in. Greece as; the Gods ſpeaki-in 
Heaven? Ina. word, from.this happy Goun- 
-&£y have ſtreamed our: into-all-places the-Li-. 
6x9) SCIEnGRR: ol Fhe \Remans m—_ 
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37 
who have fince- made-a great: _ in-the | 
world,have only excelled in ſo. many- things, 
by imitating what the Orevuns had invented 
ſor them. 6 22S, 


Being ſaber and diſereet-peop!e,they were 


naturally much- addiCfted to: a quiet: and 


peaceable life, but for al} that ftill- very fit- 
for War. There were always..to be: found 
amongſt them: Souldiers and Generals, who 
knew how to fight, and how: to command. 


And that ſame - Alexander traingd-up' in the. 
' Diſcipline of the Grec:ans, 'with-alittle: mos - 


ney and ſmall Army had ſo great a heart, as 


ro attacque. the richeit and greateſt King of - | 


theWorld,and to give him twice an-over- 
throw, when in- open. battel -he was, &n- 
compaſſed- with five or ſix pgs anoniuey 
men... 


This young Conqueror who every where 


purſued glory, had a Maſter no leſs ambiti- 


ous :-in- his own: way; ..and if” the Scholar- 
rendered--himſelf Maſter: of the-World,;:we 


may likewiſe ſay that the Maſter what by-his © 


parts, and what by the favour of his: Prince,” - 
obtained the ſupremacy in Sciences. He had 
ſuch parts-as-are-necefſary to: make ;Aa-man 


accormpliſhed in Society iagd. the concerts'of- 


te + but 3 lame. other.mone. hidden knows 
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ledges he advanced not ſo far as ſome lite 
went before kim: 


Theſe were men that placed happineſs in _} 
knowledge, and yet confeſt that they ſcarce- *J 
ly knew any thing. Honeſt and plain deal- 
ing perſons, who dubiouſly handled doubt- : 
fal* matters :* and of ſuch things as may be. 
clearly conceived, though of higheſt ſpecu- 
lation diſcourſed in a way that favoured nei- 
ther of art nor ſtudy, -and yet ſo natural and' 
Plain, that there needed no more but natural | 
wit at- firſt to underſtand them. But he 
whoſe deſign was not ſo much ro. know, as | 
ro: gain the reputation of knowledge, well 
perceiving that-rhey- had the better of 
_ him, and that the true judges of Parts and 
Sciences would never allow him the pre- 
eminence. Aud+ being perſwaded that a 


certain ſmall number of perſons, who are | 


dazied with nothing, and-ſee into the na- ' 
| ure and uſefulneſs of things, would not be 
favourable to him, he berook himſelf to 
win thoſe who were. not fo ſharp-ſighted , 
and to gain the applauſe and adtttirerion of | 


| = "the mu ritude. 


For this. p , knowing well what _ 
kind of malic E: we do' with, and what 
would. — them; he"irefolyed to be 


poſi- 


,” 
ous 


giver, and to hint that to:be his Scholar 
was cnough to make one- Learned. He 


borrowed inventions from thoſe that were 


unknown, and ſcoffed at others who-were 
in vogue: ? 7 ; 


Some there are who ſay that the founda- 
tion of his building -is not, very ſure, and 
that - he lays down principles not only ob- 
ſcure and donbrfu}, bur likewiſe: ſo - falſe, 
and far from probability, that- with. a very 

ordinary judgment one may 1ſce-the error. 


However it:be, I wiſh that ſo 'great a man _ 
had a little more naturalized Art and Rules; - © 


for it ſeems. to me that the ordinary things 
which the moſt filly and ignorant underſtand 
when delivered in a natural /way,. do -ptizle 
even the . moſt ingenious: m a rugged and 
thorny method, and -I know not what too 
much ſtudied and affected which appears . 
_ along in every thing that we ſee of 


[What he hath faid well and is intelligible; 


may have probably been the cauſe that men 
eſteem all the reſt where nothing is un- 


derftood. For. heath faid good things, and , * 


-(which ſeems to-me:very:firange) they are 
-flightedibecauſe undenitood.. "ROS Wypev. 
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-fivaded that the beſt ire: always obſcure. So 
that they are ſo-fur from'following what is 
clear and: good- ſenſe, and ſhaping and mo- 
-delling: themſelves by. the - ingenious: and 
teamed Greecey| thar they/ſearch- for norhing 
but falſe ſubtileries, and-chimerical:diftincti- 
ons. A Maſter teacheth a Language which F 
-he underſtands: not himſelf; 'and {which he 1] 
holds of anocher, who underſtood i it no bet= - 
-rer.- Hence:it is that.a young man after ten  * 
of twelve-years. ſtudy. knows ftill nothing, , 

rand they --who- alt:cheir life-rimes apply 

themſelves-to 'that doctrine, gain, no more 


|, 3bur greater ignorance, they are'found to be 


1o' far out of the' rode,” that: they lare-nort 
-thoughr: worth the ſpeaking. to. . For the 


_ fpirir'rhat + is naturally of | the beſt Frame, 


'takes from it wrong biatles;-and: as ſoon'as 
one begins'ro. eye things :on- that fide he 
It: is 'my; obſer- 
+vat;o1 aWo , that :when--one ſeriouſly ſays-. 
+that any one. of that ;order ts learned, .moſt 
commonly he is-miſtaken, and that all that 
ſuch'a one hath; is -but I know. not. what 
,Chtinterfeit-yer- poliſhed thing, ern Yircs: 
'but grpagen: diſtaſte. b-14 
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what it iteacheth- is.as 1t!/-were paſt all 
.doubt ; and* would to. God:ithat: we 
could as certainly learn all that we de- 
ſire to know, It'is'go6d to underitand 
the-genius of. that” Science," by reaſon 
- .of ſome dexterity and? exattitude that 
4 . -it cangive us, but we:muſt not» engage 
1 :in;it-to0-/far, vir: wheadles us opt of the 
commerce of life; renders us too ſpe F 
. culative, and to find out. what: we ſeek, -i 
and-even to make - it :underſtaod;, we  _Þ& 
'muſt advance iby: long» demonſtfations, 
Fomline to line; or fram cfigure- to-flr— » 
-Qure, ſand whenwe -have:found:it;,' We 
acknowledge" for moſt part that we 
might have-very well fpared-our pains, 
and beſides that-that: method: is :toyl- 
ſomez; 'andithat ir.hath inever._ been. the 
ſtile of: any .Gourt:in; the World ;-,it 
ſeems to me:that” whatſgever: men fay 
that is ingefiqus, great ,;-and-necet{a- 
ry leaps into... view. if it--bhe- well-ex-' 
preſt. - $200 | 


»As the Chevalier had done: ſpeaking. 
the Mareſchal: who "had -attentiyely 
heard, asked him if that ſpruce and res 
gular maſter. who - marches always in 
order at the head-of: Doctors, - hag 
ne taught 


ire 


 - - taught that ſparkling young Prince - | 
ſuch duli-and dark Sciences ?. there are- J 
knowledges , replied the- Chevalier, 
which ſeem more curious than necella- : 
ry, and I da:ndt: think: that thar man * 
who knew well what it- is that places 3 
excellent Princes above the ordinary, : 
did much burden hin with-theſe.. He | 
deſigned to make a Heroe of this'young .: 
Prince, .as indeed he did, andiformed. 
tim. upon the mould of. Homer's: 
Ir is true, that whilſt -he inftruQed 
Kim- in whac concerned him;moſt, he _ 
_ omitted: not-ro/ diſcover to. him the 
fiblimeſt things. lie knew.7 I am incli- . 
Hed to fay fo, becanſe having publiſhed” 
ſome Books of 'that'-nature z, Alex- | 
ander wrote to him' a Letter, which. 
ſufficiently teſtifies: the diſpleaſure that- 
he conceived:: thereupon. : 'Hath'-that | 
Letter, ſaid the Afarejohal, been pre- * 
ſerved to our times ? I ſhould be glad 
to ſee if that Prince had in that alſo 
the ſame genius that made him admi- 
red in all other -things, and if great 
men be always ' great-even in their 
leaſt ations, You may- judge of the 
Letter, ſaid the Chevalier, for I re- 
member it, becaule it is not long, and 
here it is word for word, 
Ton 
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.F O U ſbould not 
N have pubbſbed to 
 ... the World ſo mas 
ny excellent-things which 
I have learned - from 
Jou' 5 for mbat. hol. 'h 
have for tbe.” future 
above” athers' | ws they 
know © what you” have 
taught me? you have 
not confidered that Thad 
rather be above men in 
knowledge and nit, than 
zn all that concerns grants 
aure and power, 


There 
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There. is the Nate , faid the Che- 
valier, and do: not you wonder- that 
Alex auder in the midſt of his. glory 
and heat of - Ambition - ſhould * have 
wrote wo? Muſt nothe have had 'i'vaſt 
heart and. great” ſdbl'” to mind ſach 
things; whereof \ordinary « eonquerors = 
NE ſo little er ? tank Kin of 
. mafiil\ ſaid the "Pfareſchal, hey 'aſþired 
to: the Supremacy in all. rhings ; and 
who! can; _ py this ithat; it\\was 
Kol alone- of ren Ned © him 

1, an$that Merit\ had hot! "the 


gr ad in bjs adFapgemeut &,, dr. 


-Bor to recurn again 0 Seidnecs;) 'I 
'Yery well conceive that that able Tu- 
'toridrovead that whithwas df \greateſt 
CONGEFA, Only I think that 4 'great 
Prince;. and: 6ne -Who' is tb govern the 
World, cannat kngw to many things. 
Tam of your mind, faid the: Ch:va- 
ber, but there is a aſt ditference be- 
tween being inſtructed 'Bke Mn Artiſt 
who would excetin his trade, nd: heing 
informed of objects that oof nt with : 
out farther deſign” than :of knowing 
what they are, and avoiding of mi- 
fake, This laſt knowledge though 

ny very 
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very lovely and-uſefy], cofts but little 
_ when we meet with thoſe . who hit the 
mark,” What. I think chiefly .to_ be. 
deſired ina King, 'is that he have © parts 


and 'vertue-; .in my Judgment one can, 


not be-c00, Ms wh in_either of 
theles; 


& « . 
L 


"Ix'is likewiſe true. _ that ow - rary' 
ſpeyer one may, be, , and... w. at adyan-, 
tage, of -body-,or. mind ſoever he tnay. 
haves, he. muſt . ellay. to_ be an able. 
and knowing man ; and if it be, poſſi- 
ble begin with . that, without which 
the reſt go .but ill 5 yea. it. happens 
often that men curn their. belt aJ- 
Vantages -to. their", own, ruin. Not= 
withſtanding- they do well to conceal 
their talents, becauſe the generality 
of people have not . naturally much 
affettion for . thoſe who have roo 
mueh prudence, but , are; more fivou- 
rable, rg ſuch., as ſeek adventpres abd 
hazard all. Thence it . is that” "ſo. many 
and eſpecially Ladies,. eſteem not. Ele 
1a mUCH:Af Alexander. © 
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making good uſe of ' what we know 
-and can perform:z but when men 7 
know nothing and can do as little, 7 


that genius ſtands them in no- ſtead. 


To haye then: opportunity of imploy= 
ing it, one muſt gain credit and in- 


ſtrut himſelf m ſuch matters as he 
may ſtand in need of They who 
have ſuch. a kind of fpirit love migh- 
tily to ſet themſelves off, and | catch: 
their advantages. But they give them- 
ſelves no great trouble to compleat 
themſelves in any thing : beſides, the. 
buſtle of the world takes them off 
from applying themſelves to any one 
particular. thing. So that the moſt in- 
enious perſons 'excel not in af 


I am of -opinion, ſaid the Mareſehal, 
that a Prince ſhould apply himſelf'to 
Hiftory ; it diſcovers tro us fo many 
things that one may thereby improve 
himfelf and become. knowing, 'at leaſt 
in what concerns: Society. It is true, 
ſaid the Chevaler, pn nqgst is uf 

reat uſe. if it were only to, perſwade 
Thar We fared by: examples, when 
the reaſons we have (to! fay are bur 
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weak, or good bnes «cannot be heard. * 
29 | But 
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ingenious :and knowing without the aid 


_.of Hiſtory. Before ever there was ahy 
-» Tign or traec of it, could not men-in-the 
{. "beginning know-good and evil ? 


Moreover all things poflible that one 


. «can imagine, -are like ſo many Hiſto- 
Tries, if: not of the paſt or preſent, at 


leaſt of the time to come : For it that 
infinite ſpace of time, and of the world, 
all that may come to pats finds its ſea- 


Nevertheleſs as Diſtory is a kind of 


experience, it Is certain we may  pro- 
'fit much by it : and the rather becauſe 


there are ſome ſo well done, that 
though we: know rhe. matter, yet we 
take 'pleaſure to_read the - relation. 


Kings do well to .learn ſuch, yea even 


ro inform ' themſelves of emergents 


that happen in their own times, that 
they may have in their eye what might 


be done'on fuch occaſions, and-not loſe 
the opportunities of action. Care 
Mould be chiefly taken with the young 
Prince 


Clerambauſr,c. 47. - + 
- *But ſeeing ſucceſſes are different,though 
_- «conjunCtures be much alike ; it is hard 
-- 'ro ground any ſolidity./on them, and 
'Tam-aprt to believe that one might be 
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Prince'to make kitn conſider: that- Kings. 4 4 


and Emperors who 'have been vyertuous,. 
beſides: the glory that thereby they- 
have purchaſed, have © th led:a HPP 


and pleaſing Jife.., ba 120 ir 411; 


Sa But.the beſt time for a walk aſſech 
away, aml you and 1 think to take two 


aa three. turns upon the ſide. of the Ri- 


r }2Eet us go: faid the! i /areſchal ; I 
had never Se of it if you. rr "gp | 
nunded me.” : 


The 7 Bade af. the Second 
* Gomes. : 
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 Mareſchal Clerambault, &'r. 49 


-. The third Converſation, 


TY Chevalier came pretty-early to the 
Mareſchal's Lodgings, who was going 
abroad , becauſe -the morning was fill and 
temperate, and neither too.clecr nor too-gloo- 
my. The Mareſchal was all-alone in his 


| - Chamber, leaning upon a window that look'd 
| Into the Gardenz and ſceing -the Chevalier 


come in, told him with a cheerful counte- 
nance, That he was much obliged to him, in 
that he did not for{ake his Friends in their 


| neceſlicies : That he was: minded to take the 


Air by reaſon of the. fair weather.z and-that 
he ſhould be glad to take a walk in-ſo good 
Company. The . Chevalier made anſwer, 
That he was extremely troubled that the 
Company was not better. I make no-que- 
ſtion, reply*d the. Mareſchal fmiling, becauſe 
the greateſt concern is yours : it is indeed to 


. be wiſhed that one. were of agreeable Con- 
verſation, though it were only to: entertain 


himſelf ; for we are ſometimes alone.3. and, 
when our thoughts then trouble us,we cannot. 
baniſh chem at our pleaſure, That is bat.too, 
often my caſe, ſaid the Chevalier 3 and at this 

_ very 


wile; 1 He Bok MESS lo as bans; 
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very inſtant that I am ſpeaking, I am very 
glad to be with you, becauſe I finde that it I 
were 31one, I thould not be much ſatisficd 
with any thing that comes into my thoughts. 
You tell me, replied the Mareſchal, no glad ' 
ridings ; for ſeeing men have commonly (ome 
love for themſelves, they are very eafily flat- 


tered with it : but when one has no content» 


ment in his own thoughts, what likelyhood is 
there that others ſhould, who moſt commonly 
let nothing ſlip? yet 1 will not be fo ſevere ; 
And going towards the Garden, Come on, 
faid he, ſpcaking ill in a chearful manner, we 
matt not-give way to Melancholy z ftirring a 
little revives Vigour and Spirits ; However, 


if the wa'k wearies us, we ſhall finde, where 
' We are going, a'place to repoſe in. 


''There were in that Garden Orange-trees 
in their full bloſſ5m , which delighted both 
theit {mel} and fight 3 and there they made 
ſome turns in an Alley, difcourſing on fc veral - 
ſubj; &s. Afterward ſicting down under the 
Orangc.-trees, Let us now enjoy retirement, 
faid* the Mareſchal ;- let us taſte of the quiet 
that-it affords us, and entertain our ſelves in 
libetty. It ſecms to me, faid the Chevalier, 
that one liv-s.more in two days of freedom 
nd leiſure, and perccives better what life is, 
than in'two years of bufine(s and the hurry'of 


affairs: And in wy judgement alſo one fees 
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greater-matters in ſolitude than in the world, 
or at leaſt there he better conſiders them : For 
what do we (ee in the world that is great, 
unle(s'4t be perhaps an Army, the Siege: of a 
Town, or the Court of a Prince ? All theſe 
become quickly familiar to us, 'and appear on- 
ly great at our firſt view 3'but if we obſerve 
the various works of Nature, the ſetting of 
the Sun, a 11] Night, and the'Stars that with 
ſo much majeſty/move over our heads, we are” 
always ſarpriz'd with wonders. They who on- 
ly/minde cheir fortune, are bulicd with little 
artificial world, which they know very well 5 
but the great world of Nature is tothem un« 
known. 

; It is, notwithſtanding, this little world, 
replied the Mareſchal, that makes great men, . 
or, to fay better, that 'makes them conſpicu- 
ous : for ſuch as converſe not in it, let cheir 
merit be what it will, die, and are not fo 
much as known to have lived. Beſides, this 
you muſt confider, that there are ' {ome cer- 


$ 
* 


tain Princes whom one would willivgly fee 


again , though: he had never fo lately feen 


themz and whom the moſtdelightful (olitude 

cannot bring into Oblivion. That kinde of 

life is to me a Charm ; thitherward: do I -al- 

ways direct my Proſpe& : | And that 'I'may 

not looſe fight of one young Piinice, I #5k you 

at firſt, if you think he ſhould be ſo delicately * 
| 'D 2 bred, 


$2 -— The Converſations of the © 


bred, and with all that fondneſs and care 
which is commonly uſed in the Education of 
perſons ſo tenderly beloved ? © | 

I am of the minde,anſwered the Chevalier, 
that in this there ſhould be great regard had 
to his Conſtitution, However, I had rather 
"that it were in a way ſomewhat hard, than 
too delicate, provided that it might be with- 
out danger. Men; are ſo much for ſecuring 
'the preſent, (aid the, Mareſchal, that they ha- 
zard the future. I have known many undone 
by too much delicateneſs : They -were ſo 
brought up, that they could not ſuffer the leaſt 
hardſhip or irregularity. They went to bed 
and role .conſiantly at the ſame hour 3 and 
you know the world-does not allow men to 
be brought up aftex/that manner : So when 
it happened that thgy behoved to change their 
courſe of life, they could not ſo much as two 
months breath the air of an Army, but that 
they dicd, or became dangerouſly iick when 
on the other hand,.they who bctimes had ac- 
cuſtomed themſelves to every thing; enjoyed 
their health there as elſewhere, and ſometimes 
better. 
' I believe, ſaid the Chevalier, that one can 

hardly ever ſhake off the inconveniencies of a 
breeding ſo delicate, and that even the minde 
and heart may feel the cftes of it. And I 
- Alſo think, that it were good if the __ | 
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Mareſchal Clerambault, &c. 53 
could ſometimes diſpence with all whicl' is 
termed Pomp and Magnificence , and finde 
that there is-nothing uſcleſs and ſuperfluous 
which grows not neceſſary by habit and cu» 
ſtomiit is not that we muſt liſten to thoſe who 
murmar (ſo much againſt Plenty, and who can+ 
not endure gilding nor: rich Furniture. The 
moſt part of ſuch-know not what they. would: 
ſay, and others think to gaid efteem by under» 
valuing what themſelves want. | 

It is well enough known that painted Sece 
lings and Hangings ſet 'off with gold, caſe 
not pain or grief:: that men-are-le(s ſubje& 
to vapours when they: ſee only the: verdures 
of the Fields 3:and that ftately and magniti- 
cent” Beds make not: the nights ſeem ſhorter. 

We know very well- that: theſe Riches ſigni- 
fie but lictle, and that they may even prove 
hurtful ; Yet the evil is not in having, of 
them, but in believing our (elves to be-better 
men for the enjoyment, .and thinking'worſe of 
our ſelves when we want them.. Vertue and 
Honeſty do far ſurpaſs theſe things 3 - and 
though one ſhould be fiript of all, and expo- 
ſed to great ſufferings, he ſhould. not there= 

fore think himſelf more diſhonoured, than for 
being fick, or of a tender conſtitution... _ 

You are in the right,Caid the Mareſchgl, and 

I think that now and then ſome eafic attempts 
might be. made with our Prince to give 

| D 3 him 
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him the knowledge, or at leaſt the apprehen- 
fion of ſome things, with which children do 
not uſually entertain them(c}ves, and which 
- ſurpaſs their ordinary capacity : For though 


a childe at firſt underftands not what is ſaid co * 


him, in its full extent, yet that! prepares 
him at ſome time or. other to: conceive it. 
Theſe are: like the lieele: Eflays of Reaſon 
that ncvercame all together: | -- - 

I would not have him troubled with -vain 
and airy; wor too high and far-fetcht;ſubjects. 
That, which is: ſaid [out of purpoſe, or is 
brought from afar; cites but very: little, and 
only leaves! confuſed! nmprefitons. The leaſt 
octafion that prefents is fufficient', to ſpeak 
ſomething chat'hits the point, and is pleaſing: ; 
for I-chink it alſo) of conſequence, that. endea- 
vours ſhould be ufed to breed; him and: form 
his ſpirit ina picaling and taking way. The 
pleafure' that one/takes in hearing and: behold- 
ing, makes him likewiſe delight to. be inſixu- 
Qed; and if thoſe who are to be about this 
Prince, have'in-their words / and actions good 
grace, he will therefrom retain at leaft the way 
of dcemeanure , and. of exprefling::;him(bif. 
That agreeable manner ob 'contmunication;- it 
you confider it, is' a:mattey of no frmall im- 
portagce. It. is cxtremely advantageous, ſaid 


the Chevalier, 'and as you have: hinted the ſu- - | 


reſt way to attain to it, is to frequent the com» 
pany 


. 
$ 
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pany of ſuch as. have and. ufe it ; for com- 
monly it conſilts. in matters ſo. dclicate.and 
nice, that though we perceive them, hardly 
can we tell what they are. | 

But you have made ufe of a word | form, the 
ſpirit ] chat hath much pleaſed me. I re- 
member of ſome good Maſters, who taught 
the Exerciſes with ſo great exadnels , that 
th:re was nothing wanting, nor over much 3 
not.a bit of time loſi, nor. the leaſt motion, 


which did nct contribute to Action, "Thee | 


Maſters told me, that if. one have once the bo+ 
dy formed into a good: carriage, the reſt comes 
calily, It ſeems to me al(o,.: that they who 
have the ſpirit formed, underſiand. all that is 
faid to th:im3 aud that afterward thy need 


no more but good Monitourss When one. 
fiads ſuch, and entertains himſelf with them; 
he gets ſome certain ſentiments and views that 


he could never have learned by himſelf 3 and 1 
know nothing that can fo much contribute to 
the compleating of a great man, 

How ſenſibly do you touch me ! cried the 
Mareſchal : it in my childhood that ie had 
been dilcovered to me, which I have not ſince 
perceived but by much experience and refle- 


Gion, how much time and trouble ſhould L 


have fparcd ! how many things would 
a. Word then ſpoken to me to 'purpole 


have made me comprehend ! how. many 


D 4 things 
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things ſhould I have known which I know 
not, nor never ſhall know whilſt I live ! I 
look- back upon ſo many occafions which I 
have loſt, upon ſo many things that I might 
have done, and whereof I never thought till it 
was out of time. And how much do you 
think I blame my {elf for the falſe ſteps which 
T ſhould never have. made, -'if any one: had 
but lent me a hand ?-for all the world are 
ouilty of faults, and even the moſt accom- 
pliſhed 3 but the groſſer are only perceptible. 
As he was thus ſpeaking with much eager- 
neſs, My Eord Mareſchal , ſaid the Chevalier, 
we muſt not' be caſt down with any thing : 
life deſerves not fo much, as that we ſhouid 
trouble our (elves -how we ſpend* it. We are 
juſt out of the world when we begin ro know 
it5 at leaſt we are pretty forward 1n our jour- 
ncy , before we know the beſt way. Good 
God ! what you ſay is true,an{wered the Mz- 
 reſchal 3 but_n: ver tel] me that therc 1s a cer» 
tain period of age required, to attain to a cer- 
tain pitch of Knowledge,and-that ſolid Judg- 
ment: cannot be purchaſed, but by long Expe- 
rience :: a childe-of good parts underRands all 
that is ſaid'to him, when we hit the right way, 
and accommodate our felves to his Genius, I 
agree with you , (aid the Chevalier.3 but'E 
would not load him with a long ſeries of too 


Methodical inſtrucions. E-had rather tell him 
buc 
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but little, and. that every document had its ef-. 


fe&t 3 praiſe or blame him according as he 


gave occaſion for the one or other, and give. 


him the. reaſon of every thing. that is ſaid to. 


him , ſo that he might be brought at laſt in-- 
| ſenſibly to make the application himſelf, It. 


is far better to illuminate the Underſianding, , 


than to ſtuff the Memory 3 for ſo, many rer- 


gular Precepts are forgotten before they can. 


be made ule of. . They refer you to a time. 


when ſome raxe thing as they ſays to be ſeen,.. 


but the time is at very great diſtance. . 


All that is taught or faid to the yourg 


Prince, ſhould render him more knowing and. 
agreable to. day than he was yeſterday 3 and: 
{ome progreſs in this ſhould. be. continually, 


obſerved. It were good. likewile to.accuſtom. 
him to ſomewhat of Freedom and 'Aﬀaibilicy, . 


which makes great Kings loved and eſteemed. 
Afﬀection produceth effecs that are particular-. 
ly uſeful to him. . How true do you. lay ! cri- 


ed the Mareſchal 3 and what is ſo. neceſſary to - 


a great Prince, as the quality .of attraGing, 
love ? I prize it above all, replied the Che-. 
valier , but do not you think.chat that great-- 


neſs of Sou), and that height of Judgement. 


which you know ., , contribute.much to. it ?. 
There you hit the main point , ſaid. the. Mare-- 
ſchal 3 and therefore ſo.ſoon as. he had learned: 
the Inſtructions and. Rudiments of his younger, 
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years, I ſhould begin to-give him new views, 
enlarge his knowledges', and give him x hint 
of evcry thing, But left I might miſlead hitn, 
and miſtake rhe way in ſorhe unknown Coutt- 
tiy, & ſhould.have grcat care to chuſe good 
Guides, and ſhould be ſure of the beſt. 

Children, faid the Chevalier, are not com- 
monly. ſpeculative 3 the  moft part are aCive, 
and ſet upon play: yet there are ſome of a 
temper ſullen chovgh, and are apt to plod and 
recolle. theirown thoughts,, Bt were ' to be 
wiſhed that the young Prince were neither too- 
thoughtful nor too ſtirrjvg. and ative. It 1s 
the fitteſt and beft temper to have @ little of 
both, and to be able cafily to flip trom the one 
to the other ; For the minde by 'too much 


thinking finks within it (elf 5 and when it 


. dwells there too long,becomes wilde, and un- 
apt for ſociety ; And action too much conti- 
pued without intermiſſion, works only out- 
wardly 3 and they that conflantly addict them» 
frives thereto, make not any refledions, and' 
never b:come great mien. » 

We muſt meditate upon what we fet about 
. though we have but a moment of leifure 3 be- 
cauſc by pondcring.and meditating we fcarcir 


means toattain to Perfe&tion ; but when we _ 


think to have found ſuch; it is nereffary we 
ſhould put: them in practiſe, *that we may 
know it they be exccllent :. for 'ino-body can 
c be 
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be afſurcd of that , but by experience» Now 
- if what we imagine likely. to ſucceed 1n any 
thing be bur a meer notion, or ſome project 
too difficult to be put in practice, the only way 
is to tfrie it, and we ſhall undecerve our ſelves 
upon the ſpot. Thercby.it comes to paſs that 
men dayly improve the moſt abſolute and per- 
fect things they have done. | 

When I came firli to Court, ſaid the Mareſ- 
chal. men were perſwaded that there was no- 
more needfu] to make a man of breeding, but 
to dance, run at the Ring, or ſomething of that 
nature, Every one took to that excrcile. which 
he liked belt, and ſtuck. to .it as if it had-bcen. 
tis Profc fron. 

Such things. are graccful when gentilcly: 
p:rformed,yea,cven when n2t at all prectifcdal: 
mean that the body thereby becomes more free 
- and unſtinted 5. which will appearthough one 
tiand fill. You know. that it is a gicat ad- 
vantage 0 be a good Actor: Action, ſaid the 
Chevalier, is a kinde of Expreſſion and as 
well choſen” words are agreeable, when they. 
Exprels plcaling matters ; So all that 1s per- 
form:d by mecca and geſture 15 well received, 
when it is done with good grace, and that 
Wit and Merit app:ar 1n it. But we mult 
not deceive our ({tlves3 we are often the Actors: 
of nothing, as well as the-Saycrs: of nothing.;- 
Action hath its faults as well as Language 3. 
< | and: 
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and to become excellent in either, we muſt 
obſerve what in every ſubje is like to take. 

This qualicy of- a good Actor ſeems to me 
vcry neceflary tor ſociety : And to ſpeak 4-12- 
mode, it 1s much like that which now adays 
men call [a good Air. Yet a good Air reſts 
not onely here, it appears in every thing 3 ard 
to tell you in a word-what it is, it conliſts in 
doing well what- one does. Men confound it 
with the Knack of Charming; though there be 
great difference betwixt them. A good Air 
(bews it (elf at firſt bluſh 3 it 15 more regular, 
and in better order : The Knack of Charming 
15 more flattering and infinuating 3 it firikes 
directly at the heart, and that by ſecret ways 
A good Air produceth more Admitation 3 
and the Knack of- Charming more Love, 
Young people who are not throughly faſhio- 
ned, have not for moſt part a good Air, nor 
even the Matter-pieces of Charming. 

They who love nothing like Diſcourſe, aid: 
the Mareſchal ſmiling, are much pleaſed with 
ſach ſubje&s to (et-off their Wit, and thoſe 
that hear them have not eaſily done with. 
them 3- but when one underſiands well what 
is inquired into, he ſays nothing unprotttably, - 
and. ſound Jadgement and Learning does 
therein viſibly appears | 

That we may return to our ancient Cour- 
tiers, as-the moſt part of exerciſes are but for- 
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a certain age, ſo it happened, that they who 
onely minded them, betng no more young, 
knew no more wherein to employ themſelves. 

I would have na body then make Exerciſes 
their chief tiock: I know very well they are 
not to be negleced 3 but there is (till ſome- 
what better. I have indeed always believed 
that nothing ought to be ſo much deſired: as 
Wit, and that it is often. ones own fault that he 
comes ſhort of it.. F am likewiſe, more than 
ever, perſwadcd that it is impoſlible to miſs of 
that, when one is bred amongſt fore fort of 
per(ons. 

Atleaſt, added the Chevalier, a moſt learned 
man maintains, that, very neer the matter, all 
men naturally have the (ame_ Spirit z and that 
the chief difference proceeds onely from the 
care Which is taken of bretdivg, or the bias 
and inclination that it takes to it ſelf. 1 am 
not altogether of that opinion, ſaid: the Ma=s 
reſchal > the advantages of a happy Nature 
have the firſt rank, which Art comme after- 
wards accompliſhes. | 

As to the InſtruGion that one takes of him- 
{cli,it happens but{cldom that the Mind una(- 
lifted finds-the beſt ways: & I wonder at ſome 
great Princes, who notwithſtanding that in 
their infancie they were inſtruQ@ed but ina few 
things, are nevertheleſs great men. Moſt of 
thole that are about them, imagine that there 

is 
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35 no need of ſo much haſte, and that it might 
wrong thcir health. I am very apt to believe 
that this Conduct is good, provided the con- 
ſ.quences be eyed, and that mcn ca!l to mind 
that it would be very darg:rous to acculiom a 
young Prince to want Wit : Means muſt 
thcretore be ſought out to teach them, by de- 
lighting of them, and always to give them 
Come initiruiou without fatigne. 

Bur to return to thoſe admired Princes, who 
have attained their Accompliſhments by 
themſelves, I cannot (ee how Maximes ſhould 
be grounded upon ſo rare inſtances. 1 am not 
of the opinion no more than you, faid the 
Cbevalier, that one ſhould truſt ro thats and I 
think the ſurcſt way to learn Breeding, is to 
betake ones ſelf to perſons of Breeding. As 
the Voice is improved by Singing , and we 
I:arg to uſe it aright win we practiſe under 
2 good Maſter 3 fo Wit inlinuates 1t iclt, and 
!15sinſcnftibly con.municated amorgli perſons 
who hav< a good frame of Spixit. It is not to 
be doubicd þut one may be improved, when 
an able man takes him in hand; 

Ic is my judgment, continued the Chevalier, 
that perfons of Parts and Brceding ſhould not 
only be well entertain'd about that Prince.bat 
that likewiſc care ſhould be had to hnde our. 
and invite ſuchs for commonly they make not 


too greata byſile, nor ofter themielves. They 
Know: 
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know how to comply with their fortune 3 and 
beſides, they are ſo rare, that he who is ſo ac- 
compliſhed needs not fear the too great abun- 
dance of others. Edo not in all my life rc- 
member thatiever I ſaw ſo great a number at 
one time, but that I have tliltdefired to have 
teen a greater. 

Theſe-men ſay always ſomewhat that takes, 
and never do any thing that carries not on it 
fome mark of Integrity and Breeding. In 
keeping company with , and obſerving of 
them, one learns not onely whit he ought to: 
know to make him a Gentleman, but likewiſe 
how to make uſe of it, even (o far as to be fi- 
lent to the purpoſe and with good grace. ' We 
ſce them (fometim*s without remarking of 
them and they make me call to minde thoſe 
good Artiſts that are not fo follicitous as 6- 
thers, though not 'o much out of idlene(s ors 
negle&, as a ccriain averlion that melt vertu- 
ous men have from publiſhing 'thetr own 
worth, | 

When F bave the fortune -to meet with any- 
man; F know how to fitt him's. and though I 
hear him {peak good things, and with as good 
grice as can be Ucfired, yet for all: that I: con- 
clude nothing. This is very often butia 'bo6t- 
row: & fille, and affected 'perfonage.' 'T take 
notice if a}} come from his own ſtock, and if 
nothing betrays it {elf ;. In tine, I look not fo + 

much 
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much upon what appears to me regular and: 
poliſhed, as on ſome certain things that ſhew- 
2 deep reach, and great capacity.of-minde. 

Children covet not always the company of 

Children 3 thoſe that are of: an ambitious and- 
bold Spirit, pleaſe themſelves more with men, 
eſpecially if they be of pleaſing Converſation. . 
T. think the young Prince ſhould be accuſtomed 
to paſs his time-among ſuch 3 and:can there 
any more ſure and lefs painful way be imagined - 
for the Prince to render. himſelf the moſt ac- 
compliſhed of the warld, than from his child- 
hood to have had the company of. ſuch Cour-. 
tiers ? 

For as a Childe without ſiudy- learns the : 

Tongue of thoſe. whom he hears ſpeak, and. 
ſpeaks it afterward naturally 3 he will not fail. 
likewiſe to take inſenfibly. the Manners - of . 
thoſe that are.about him, and whatſoever he 
acquires that way, becomes natural. to him. . 
That manner of Inflruction, ſaid the Mare- 

ſehal, is to be made uſe of as much as poſlibly. 
can bez yet that.is not enough to make one 
ſpeak, well 3..a. little Azt and Study muſt be. 
miogled with it, I. grant it, ſaid the Chevalier, 

and indeed we cannot have too much of both; . 
but we mult chiefly. aim at a kind of Wit which 
neither'books nor learned men can beſtow, It 
ſeems to me that: ſuch as have it, want neither. 


Art nor Scignce3 and when one hath it not, let . 


him.: 
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him be never ſo accompliſhed, in ſome things, 
there is moft commonly ſome unlucky circum- 
ſtance that quite ſpoils his beſt pzrformances. 

Since there is no more neceſſary to compleat 
a Gzntleman, but to*[peak well and do well, 
and that the Queſtion is of Speaking .well ; 
Though one had learned all the Secrets of a 
Language, with ſo many other things which 
are taught for the help of Diſcourſe, it is in 
eruth almoſt wothing , if he underſtand no 
more but that 3 for what appearance 1s there 
of plcaling and perſwading perſons of Bree- 
ding, unleſs we know what may aftc& them, 
and by what method ro win upon them ? 
Moſt part of Matters, if you obſerve it, ſpeak 
not a word of this. Without that knowledge, 
ſaid the Marrſchal, it would be very hard to 
fucc:etin it,and particularly in the commerce 
ol Life, where the leaſt falſe ſtep is remarked :; 
Wren we make ſuch an unluckie trip, we can- 
not get on our legs agatn as-we would 3 and I 
am very well ſatisfied that *tis moſt important 
to have that kinde of Wit, and to know the 
Warld. Nevertheleſs, I think that it would be 
vety difficult, without Art and Rules, to ſpeak 
well on #}| Subjeds. 

That Art,ſaid the Chevalier,is eaſily learn'd, 
and l1gnihes but little, at leaſt in the way that 
itis taught, Molt part who know.it, are not 
a jot more able for it z whether it be that the 

Precepts 
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Precepts that have been put into their heads 
are not very good, or chat they have not becn 
taught how to uſe thum. But if one did give 
exccllent Inſtructions, and in teaching of 
them put them in pra@ice, without doubt it 


_ would prove a great advantage for Speaking 


well. 

As to the Rules that are given us, we muſt 
exactly follow thoſe that are in uſe z moſt part 
of which concern the Puritie of Language ; 
and I perceive that a great many Perſons, with- 
out ttudying of th:m, fail not. to pat them 1n 
practice. Therc are other Rules go farther, 
and are faken from ſound Judgment aud a 
long Experience, The Matters of the Trade 
having obſervzd ſ-me things that have ſome- 
times ſuccceded, hav. ther:fore believed that 
from thcnce they might form Rules; but they 
are veiy often {o uncertain, that one ſhould 
not follow them, but according as he finds and 
judges them pzrtincntz and when he adheres 
to them, he thould have reſpe& to time and 
circumftarices. So that if any one by dexteti» 
ty or chance, (ſhould diſcover ſomething of 
more worth than all that hath been ſeen hi- 
therto, we ought to make uſe of his Inven-. 
tion, 

That uſcful Art which makes men cxcrlent 
in Diſcourſe, appears always diſguiſed under 
a natural ſhow ; affects no other gs: 

ut 
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© but that of genuine and ſimple Beauty : and 


though it Jabour to place its Charms in open 
view, Yct its chicf defigne is to be hid. You 
cannot but call to minde thoſe inchanted Gar- 
dens of the Palace of Armid.s 5 


E qzel che*1 bello, e" Pcaro accreſce a Popre, 
. LVarte che tmtto fa nulla fi ſcopre. 


In Works, all that is lovely to the cye, 
It's Art that does 3 but none can it deſcrys 


I cake that to be the perfeRteſt Art which 1s 
leaſt remarkable : for when things ſmell of 
Art and Study, we may canc}ude, that they 
who Say them, have neither of both, or that 
they knew not how to uſe them, 

This is the fault of thoſe that ſpeak in ſuch 
a ſtrain that the beſt Wit, without Learning, 
cannot comprehend them 5 but if for want of 
Judgment and Acquaintance with the World, 
men do not always underſtand what is-wcll 
ſaid, they have no body to blame but them- 
{clves for that. 

But this is pretty well for one fitting : If 
you have a mind to walk any more, I cfpy in 
that Orange-walk an Alley, where you may 
enjoy the cool, I fee then, (aid the Mare- 
febal, 
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ſebal, ſtarting up, that our Diſcourſe for to 
day is ended: Let us make two or three turns 


more, and afterwards go to Dinner : for if 
you believe me, I begin to have a ſtomach. 


After Dinner we ſhall go to M. L. G.'s houle, | 


_ and there ſpend the afternoon at Play, No 
more, I was fo well fatisfed with our walk laſt 
night, that I intend to take you thither again 
to morrow, not to the ſame place, but to the 
other ſide of the River on. that riſfing-bank. 
I will come to your Lodgings, and if you be 
within we fhall go together to the Hermi- 
tage. | 


The End of the third Converſations 
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T he fourth Converſation, 


He Mareſchaly according to his promile, 
between four and-five in the afternoon, 


came and called the Chevalier. The weather 


was fair, but by realon of the ſeaſon of the 
year ſomewhat hot. They quickly got the 
length .of the Hermitage, which is but a mile 
and a half from the Town. It sa little Cell 
with a Chappel and Garden, where they could 
not enter, becauſe no Hermit lived there, and 
the two Monks that uſed to be there were gone. 


- abroad that day. The Mareſeba! and Cheva- 
Ler coritinued their walk a little farther down 


into a Wood, whoſe high and tuffie Trees - 
yielded a ſhade proof againſt the Sun, and the 
Turff below a Walk like to a Meadow, whoſe 
tender Graſs begins to peep above ground. 
Having walked a little, they ſtopt under an 
aged and well-covered Oak and being (ate 
cown, What ſhall we ſay, cried the Mareſchal, 
or what thall we not ſay? I have paſſed the 
night where you left me, (aid the Chevalier, at 


Play 3 which has made me excceding dull. I 


have obſerved no ſuch thing, replied the Mares. 
ſebal, in all.our Diſcourſe by the way. _ 
- _ nat 
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70 TheConverſations of the 
that I am in repoſe, ſaid the Chevalier, and 
that I feel the jolting of the Coach no more, 
the freſh Air of this Wood lulls me almoſt a- 
ſleep. . I am ſomerime in the fame condition 
as you ate now, anſwered the Mareſchal; and 
when I refle& upon my ſelf in that fiate, I fan- 
cie that I feel a certain ſweetneſs that is found 
betwixt ſleeping and waking"z when no 
thoughts take 'me up, but the thinking 
that T1 am pleafed : But' 1-difpence with 
that commonly for the opportunity of good 
Company , and that T may ſleep better at 
night. | 
You told me on the way, continued the 
Mareſchal, that they who expreſs themſclves 
beſt, uſe more Repetitions than others 3 and 
that notwithſtanding 'it is taken for a faulr. Is 
not there ſome little contradiction in this? -I 
remember it very well,anſwered the Chevalier, 
and I do not think that I am miſtaken : For 
thoſe that ſpeak well, hit at firſt upon the beſt 
Words ard Phraſes, to xpreſs their thoughts. 
And whenas it happ..ns often they are to touch 
the ſame things over again, though they be not 
1gnorant that variety pleaſeth, yet they cannot 
eali:y'forfake a better to lay hold of a worſe 
Expreflion ; when on the other hand, others 
who are nct fo nice ip their choice, .embrace 
that which cffcrs firſt 4 ſo that chance furniſhes ; 
their Language with variety. And becauſe 
men 


fe 
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| men are quickly weary of a too much i 


ted manner-of ſpeaking , though it be the 


moſt Proper to give the lenſe of what it ſigni- 


fies, they finde ſome fault wich itz and they 
chat affect the purity of Larguage, are more 
ſubje& to this than others. | 

The reaſon is, becauſe there is. good and 


bad in every thing, yea in Language it ſelf 


which in one ſenſe cannot be too pure: But 
variety refreſhes 3 and if the meaneſft word 
could tinde its proper place, orie tongue is not 
ſo copious as to rej: it. 

\ Some Ladies of admirable parts, and who 
ſhould uſe them (o as to give every thing its 
due, condemn ſome very good words which 
we can hardly be without. . Some who ufe 


\ them too often, and common'y to no purpoſe, 


have poſſc(s*'d them with this diſlike. But 
though we ought to ſubmit to the judgement, 
and even the prejudices of Ladies, yet I be- 
lieve we ſhould not do amils, in ſome caſes, to. 


| refer our ſelves to the judgement of ſo many 


excellent men, who give verdi& without pre- 
judice or whimſey, and have made it their 


| buſineſs fo long to decide the Controverfies'of 


Language. I am of the ſame opinion alſo, 
faid the Mareſehal, and it is no matter to be 
ſighted : for the ſweeteſt periods of Life are 
ſpent in Diſcourſe and Converſation : Thert 
is little. to be done without ſpeaking 3-and ty 
expericnce 
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experience I am ſenſible of the great advantage 
we make when wedo it to purpole. -But this 
in my judgement is of greatett importance, 
that we finde many occafions where there is 
need of Art and Wit to gain upon people, and 
to convince them that we are in the right. 
Men are fatisfi:d when they can indiffcrently 
well acquit themſelves of what I fay 3 and 
moſt part arc perſwaded, that if a thing be 
ance well done, it is not worth the while to do 
it alittle beeter. Ic is in this though that .per- 
feQion conſiſts, and this it is that diſtingwſh- 
eth the excellent from ordinary Artiſts. 

You have fully awaked me, (aid the Gheva- 
lier, with your [a little better] which appears 
to me very difficult, Bat how happy is the 
man that can reach it! Iam of your minde 
that it cannot be too much endeavoured : for 
Converſation, -it is the ſareſt way to gain 
Love 3 and beſides, I perceive that he that is a 
good Companion for Gentlemen, 1s ſo alſo 
for himſelf; and'on that depends the greateſt 

_ happineſs of this Life. 

As to-the occafions whereof you ſpeak, |, 
when the moſt ingenious carry commonly the 
day, it ſeems to me that the beſt means that 
can be invented for-perſwading, are not good, 
if they be not honeſt and generous 3 and that 
men ſhould not aſpire, like barbarian Princes, | 
to conquer right or wrong z but like. noble | 
Heroes, 
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Heroes, in ſach a way as may cven be grates 
ful to the ſubducd. 

I can finde nothing (o lovely, as an upright 
and fincere heart, it (cems co me the baſis of 
Wiſdome 3 at leafi I ſuſpect all wicked men 
as guilty of Folly. I: is impcflible to have a 
great and well-tramed Sou], it through ine 
Intereſts of the world, yea even th? tranſports 
of molt violent Paſſions, we efpy not what is 
laudable and generous, and embrace if. 

They who have an upright Heart, have al- 
ſo an upright Judgment, how weak ſ{vever it 
may be : and minde it, ſome ſort of people, 


who have ſo many folds and doubles in their 


Heart, have never ſoundnels of Underſtanding: 


| There isalwaics ſome falſe colour that gives 


them falſe. views's and artifice and tricks de- 
monſirate, that one hath not Wit enough to 
accompliſh his delignes by fair” and honeſt 
courſes; the candid and ingenuous perſon is 
the man that takes with Gentlemen, How 
comely are all the Actions of Life that ſpring 
from fo pure a fountain ! How are our 
thoughts and words thereby imbelliſhed ! and 
how lovcly a thing is it to ſpeak well, when 
that air 15 not wanting | It niay be by fol- 
lowing of this Rule, onz may not prove 
happy 1n every thing 3 and is it your crooked 
and fide-way men that are ſo? But one may 
aſſure himſelf at leaſt to purchaſe the Lov. - 
E ang 
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74 The Converſations of the 
and Eſteem of thoſe who underſtand true. 
worth; and is thereany thing greater to be 
delired ? 

Whilſt the Chevalier diſcourſed in this 
manner, he perceived the Mareſchal. wholly 
taken vp in hearing 3 and fearing that ſo ſe- 
xious an attention might do him prejudice, 
he endeavoured to take him off with ſome-| 
witty and pleaſant digrefſion. The Mareſchal 
who perceived it, I ce, faid he to him, that 

- you would carefully husband my health, but 
you do not take the right courſe 3 men* mult 
treat people according to their genius, and 
accommodate themſelves to their inclinati- 
ons. What diverts the mioſt part, is tedious 
to me, and good Senſe and Reaſon never 
tire me 3, but particularly ſuch things as may 
xender me more a Gentleman always delight | 
me. Well then, (aid the Chevalier, let us, 
£o on 5 on? could not have thought that you 
had been ſo ſerious. 

_ © Amovgſt the ſingular and rare P.rſons, of 
whom I have ſome Idea, I finde ſome who 
have fo nubly acquitted themlclves of all that 
they have undertaken, that none can refle& 
ther22n without admiration. I have alſo 
oblervcd others, who have ſpoken in. fo 
{ublicae a Stile, that it is very hard toimitate 
them, We. muſt nevertheleſs endeavour to 


waich, yea> and if it be foflible, to ſurpals 
both 
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both the one and'the other. For whether we 


act or ſpeak, there is nothing but matters of 


this rate that deſerve Love and Admiration : 
when the heart-and 'minde are filled -with 
ſuch Principles,-and one does practiſe them 
from his Childhood, from ſuch-an one, lome- 
what rare and exquiſite may-be expected. 
| Moreover, let-no man trouble himſelf whe- 
ther all will beapproved of and followed : It 
matters not at firſt if one be not ſo regular 
and exact, provided the way be ſo noble and 
lovely, that they -who conſider 'it, cannot 
judge what progreſs' may be-made: a little 
time and pains bring perfection z3-and what- 
ever is handſomely and gracefully begun, For- 
tune ſeems pleaſed in the : ſame manner to 
comptcat. 

I know ſoms who ſpeak well, and commit 
non? of thoſe things which men call faults 


' but thcy are till upon the (am? key ; we 


know what-we are to expect- from them : 
and in my judgment,the thing that we ought 


'Moft to tear and avoid, is the having of 


Malſtcr-picces 2nd things of high prices 
It may come? to paſs, that it is for want - 


_ exciton that one-faies nothing that 18.eXce! 


lent, and. that the ſabjc& will not allow it : 

and'yet i think that there is no fo croſs nor 
unſucky matter which may not be turned to 
fome agreeable ſenſe, if one could: make tne 


E 2 tet. 


"Area Clexarbauts, Ys "5 


.* 


76 The Converſations of the - 
befi uſe of his parts. For that which moſt 
times appears tous difficult, and even impoſli- 


ble, is not ſo ſo much of its own nature, as | 


by reaſon of the want of skill or invention on 


our parts z infomuch that one might perform 


a.great many things to admiration, if he had 
Wit and Indufiry enough to diſcover the 
waies of action, which though he cannot fall 
upon, -may nevertheleſs be found our. | 
Whilſt we are young, we judge of nothing 


- . aright and if it come to paſs that experience, 


reflcXions, or the rencontre of ſome intel- 


ligent perſon give us other meaſures, we de-_ 
ſpifſe what we have admired, and laugh at | 


' our own follics, when we examine our ſclves 
without flattery. But if any one underſtood 
the true value of every thing, do not you 
think he might have ſport enough from thoſe 


whom men eſteem, or at leaſt who preſume . 


fo be.ſo? For as to others, who are ſatisfied 
with any thing, or have no great conceit of 


themſelves, they are not to be laughed at, 


though in whatſoever they do they be faulty, 
becauſe they know very well that all the 
world may make eſcapes, and upon that prin- 
Ciple alone they ſet to work. 

Neverthelefs, though one may in ſpeaking 
eſpy or imagine ſomething better than what 
.. he ſaies, he muſt not theretore'quit a little 


aſſurance and confidence of ſpeaking well and 


grace- 


» 
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Mareſchal Clerambault, &+c. 77 
gracefully what he intended. But nothing 
s | KE<eps men at a greater diftance from perfeci- 


- on, than an opinion that they have already 
attained it. 


F It comes into my minde, faid theMiareſchal 
= {miling, that the more accompliſhed men 
n | re, the berter uſe they may make of our 
Diſcourſes, and that our Converſations (if the 
compariſon offend you not)-are much like to 
S the Commentaries of Ceſar, from which none 
1- | but great Souldiers can reap much advantage. 
i The reaſon is, becauſe we only - touch by the: 


it | way what offers it felt for making of a Gentle- 
5 | mans and that our Diſcourſe is only adapted* 
4 | for thole-who have the ſame Genius that ins - 
on | fpires us3 the reſt will never make any great- 
ſe | Progreſs. But what do you think ? "May that 
yp Genius be acquired ?'. And' if fo, by- what 
.q | Means would you begin to inftil it into Chil- 
of | 9ren ? For you muſt not pretend: at firſt ſtep 
to raiſe them ſo high. 

In breeding of a- Child, anſwered' thi Che- 
ke valier, it were to be defired, that at firſt at- 
tempts were uſed to' make him-love or hate 


|} that which deſerves this or that, as much as 
n his tender age doth permit, and to faſhion 
0 and enure him toa good reliſh-z for I muſt (if 
ts E intend to-explain my (elf ) make uſe of that 


4 | word, which is by ſo many abuſed... A-good 
pode reliſh. would make him underſtand; what he 
E 3. ſhould: 


Wu Bhs ae es” TMR TON 
; ; = % L 
” : % - : 


78 The Converſations. of the 
ſhould defire to: obtain, and. the means to. - | 
render him therein excellent ; So that if be- 
forchand he had the true ſenſe of good and 
evil, what he might meet with in the world, 
would inſftra&t him withont a Governourzand 
his averſion from evil things, would- ſerve 
him inſtead of a Leſſon, to ayoid them when 
they. occurred. 

One'cannot have too delicate a reliſh to 
diſtingaiſh real Graces from counterfeit 
Charms, and to avoid therein miftake. It 
5 not my meaning, that one ſhould: be like 
 fick Perſons,. who. nauſeate and. have the 
mouth out of taſte'3 but that one ſhould judge 
aright of every thing; that preſents, by a cer- 
tain kind of. perſpicacity that js quicker, and 
ſometimes ſurer than reflexions. One muſt | 
not for all that:ſeverely reject what diſpleaſes,. 
nor be too cenforious in;reproving : It is better 
to firive to. do aright what another does amiſs; 
the Life becomes thereby more cafic, and the 
manner of Inſtruction. more pleaſing, I 
would likewife endeavour that a Young-man 
ſhould have the Heart and Minde ſuch as they 
ought to be: the Minde contrives the means 
to attain to perfection, and the Heart 1s. ve- 
ceflary to put in practice what is judged the 
beft;- for Vertuz and Honeliy is not a-mecr 
Speculation, but an aGive and guverning Prin- 
ple. 
| We 
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We ſcea great many Children, faid- the, 
Mireſchal, who notwithſtanding of their age 


want not ſome prudence, and can forefee 


what may be hurtful co them, and what may 
do thera good 3 but that which 1s called, The 
baviag of a good reliſh, (for I boggle not at. 
that word no more than you, :!| mannersof 
cxprefſion are grateful when thy are without 
af.&ation and properly applied : ) that I (ay, 
which is called the having cf a good reliſh, is 
not to be expedted from young people, it 
Nature have not been extreme!y* liberal to 
them, or that great Care hath been had in 
th:ir Education. I know not whence it pro- 
cecds, unl:(s it be that by a natural Taſtinet, 
they (et ftretght on that witch appears to 
them mot neceſſary, and that other things 
at: them but littlee. 

You giv- an excellent reaſen of-it, ſaid the 
Chevalier, and I obſcrve that ic, 1s very hard 
tor ons that 15 young, not to be ſurprized 
with that which hath a lufire, and ſparkles to 
the eye. Children are with all imaginable 
care to bz cured of this, becauſe all of them, 
even the Children of Princes themſelves, have 
this 1n common with the Vulgar, that they 
are fond of ornament and ſhow. but people 
ot Breeding and Undertianding love _ not 
gaudie- trifles, which adora - much, though 
they be of little value 3 things fat make go 
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Go The Converſations-of the 


great ſhew,and are of great price, pleaſe them; 
this 15 obſervable in all things, even in the 
minde and” thoughts: For if ſuch kinds of 
things ſeem very lovely, and are but only (o 
in appearance, they give immediately diltaltc; 
and thoſe which are lovely without ſhow, the 
more-they are confidered, the more we tinde 
them to our minde : The reaſon is, becauſe 
they are beautiful without ornament and 
dre(s, and- that from time to time we diſcover 
in-them ſecret charms, which were rot at 
firſt perceived. 

W herce comes it, ſaid the Mareſchal, that 
ſome who expreſs themleives with good 
grace upon ſome certain ſubjects, are fo un- 
itke themſelves when they adventure onether 
matters? And do you not wonder that that 
ingenious perſon, whom we knew, ſhould 
have left us ſuch bald Love-Letters, who up- 

on all other ſubje&s wrote fo well? How can 
that be ! Doth not the-(ame Genius go alorg 
inall ? Itis indeed the tame Genius, anſwer?d 
the Chevalier 3 but the compleatctt perſon in 
the world is never alike proper for all things, 
and the diverlity of ns occalion very 
different. eftcCts.- 

And belides, it is not Err todoa thivg 
well, to andgsRand It 3 one mult likewiſe de- 
he, and not weary init, It is ordinarily 


ze ſeen, that good Maſters ſpeak well as to 
that 
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| Mareſchal Clerambault, &e. &#r: ; 
| that which concerns their profeſſion 3 and I 


wnagine that Love was none of that mans 


| trade, or at leatt that he never underfiood - it- 


well. It cannot be ſaid, that it was want. of 
Wit, if his Love-Letters be not comparable 
to the others, wherein he did-<xcel, for he. 
had ſometimes too much 3 bur that his Wie. 
was wrong employed. When the buſineſs is. 
to touch the Heart,. he falls on fabtilizing, . 
and melting in Carcfles, He wrote to a La- - 
dy, with whom he was paſlionately.in Love, . 
that his Soul was ſo weak. "that it wanted 
frength to leave him, and that that preferv'd 
to him a little life ;_ And to another alſo, that 

that which hindred. him. from dying, was 

that therein he ſhould, have pleaſure, which in. . 
her abſence he would. not enjoy... _ 

He borrowed theſe Inventions. from. the 
Spaniards, and without doubt the. pattergs 
are good 3. but he uſed them out of.tume. . For. 
that gallant and brisk.way, which might be 
well received .in the beginning, of.a Love, 15 
not therefore in ſcaſon.in the heat of the. fit, 
when one is never . acculiomed to trifle and. 
laugh.. And. when: he ſpeaks f(eriouſly, bis 
chief aim-. is to pzr[wade that he 1s in Love , 
bat we ſhould. not make too great hafteto tell, 
nox per{ſwade that-we love. . it is far. better to - 
confider how. we- may,render our 101 
acceptable. . Forabeaugi 
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Feves that men love her, and I think ſhe has 
reaſon 3 but ſhe is not always defirous to be 
loved and if-it were (o, the moſt important 
feat is to-bring matters fo about, that ſhe 
might” take” it well 3 at leaft we ſhould begin 
that way. Ifnde him very punctual-in cx- 
amining all the” tranſactions of his Heart; | 
and to tell you my opinion, he-ought to have 
| remembred, that it is not the nature of vio- 
lene Paſtons co refic& upon,themielves, A 
man-tha#is tranſported- with anger, thinks 
not: that he is-inrage 3 and when one is over- 
whelm?®d in Love, he perceives not himſelf ro 
be ſo, or at leaſt if he take notice of it, he 

thinks himfelf then ina natural fiate which 
ſeems to him unalterable. 1 obfervealfo that 
he doth ſa; much exaggerate his cares and de- 
ſpair, that all appears falſe. Ir is much better 
toſfay but little, and to-give occaſion to think 
of them deeply. Yea moſt commonly they 
thould ſpeak themſelves wichout words, and 
above all, no artificial complaints ſhould give 
occaſion to: ſuſpe&t the truth of. our + grief. 
Fhe-Adventure of Aftrez and her Lover, who 
threw. himſelf into the Þignor 1s fim- 


ple and natural : they never told one another 
(ach far-feteht and fiudicd things. Yet their 
Love appears not only 1 1m their words, but all 
that is to beobſerved in them ſpeaks it, and 
there is nothing| to be ſcen more charming. 


It 
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Tt ſeems to me moreover, that there is no 
kind of ſubjet that leſs admits of counterfeit 


\ ornaments, and that notwithſtandivg, thac 
man,contrary to his cuſtome, made ſometimes: 


uſe of them when he wrote of Love : but the 
thing that gives chiefly diſtatte is, that he 
handles it too openly. . The lovely Goddeſs, 
ſaid an antient Grecan, is no ways pleaſed, 


that men thould too openly diſcloſe her My- 


ticriesz and- though no body had ever” ſaid 


ſo, all m:n ſee that 'there a Veil does well, 


and that on that ſubje& the expreſſion cannot 
bz too delicate 3 witnel(s that Verſe, 


F* en connois de plu miſerables. ; 
Of theſe more wretched fill I know. 


I figde notwithſtanding, ſaid the Mare- 
ſehal, that that. man hath done wond:rs in 
this kindez which agrees very 1ll with your 
opinion of him, that it was the thing which 
be leaſt underſtood : Is there any thing more 
p:rfect to be ſeen, than what he brings 18 his 
Heroine ſaying ? - The glory of that, ſaid the 
Chevalier, is not all his own : A Lady who 
furniſhed him with the defigne and invention 
deſerves the greater ſhare,” That is the Lady 
whom he hath ſo well repreſented in the 
perſon of Zelida 5.She had th: picce for fome 
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84 The Converſations of the 
time in her hands, bcfore it came ro light; 
'what- hath charmed you is hers, and ſceing * 
you; know her, it ſhould not ſurpriſe you. 
_ There. you te} me much, ſaid the Mareſchal, 
and 1t_ may. be now you think that t have no 
mare at: all to be infoxmed of 5 but I have 
. filla queſtion.to put to you. | 
_ = What is meant by that mighty Elcquence, 

which '(as a great many ſay) can do every 
thing? I have asked this of fome who 
bragg'd that they knew it, and no body as 
yet could ever make me underſtand it, You 
ask me a queſtion, an{wered the Chevalier, 
fo little known in the world, that there the 
very word of Eloquence it ſelfcan hard!y gain 
Credit, For it ſeems to me that no body 
makes uſe of it, but to play on thoſe who are 
more pleaſed with fair Sentences than good 
Senſe. | 

Men may uſe it in Raillerie, replied the 
Mareſchal: :. yet there would be too much 
* Nicety, yea Ignorance, impertinently and out 
of fecafon to reject it, Beſides, at Court 
mens diſcourſe is only taken up about what 
they fee3 and that view whqre every one may 
ealily have an intereſt, makes every thing pals 
for good and current 'that there is ſaid 3 but 
in places of retreat, as this is, if men do not 
entertain themſelves with certain matters, 
which make no ftir at Court, they would paſs 
thetr time very ilk We. 
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We are fully agreed, faid the Ghepalter, 
and your queſtion well deſerves to be cxami- 
nedz but the moſt part of things that we 
weigh more by Opinion.than Reaton, are al» 
ways a little dubious.; This is one of them, 
and ſo are all thole that concern Gracefulneſs, 
and even Beauty it ſelf, though the. cauſe of 
it be more viſible than that of Gracefulneſs 3 
if it were put toa queſtiun of two fair. and 
lovely women which were.the moſt taking, or 
even which. were the moſt beautiful,jt would 
be hard to decide it, cr-at leafi to make. it ſo. 
evident, that all the world would acquicſce.. 
It may be faid on the like occafion, ſuch a 
thing works ſach an effte& on mez but I 
know not how it affects others. This I pre- 
miſe for my excuſe, it I entertain any. ſingular, 

Opinion. = 
This mighty Eloquence ſeems not to be 
what it is 1maginedz men would have it to 
dazle, and be always lotty ; for being perſwa> 
ded that the fimpie and familiar Stile is low, 
they alſo believe that it.is not natural to Elo- 
quence to be fo.. Thus men have more re- 
gard for the decking than. the excellence of 
the thing 3 not conſidering that they ſhould 
judge of it as of Gold, which the more fine 
and pure it is, the more it is eſteemed... Iam 
ſo far contrary to thoſe who. would have 
Rhetqrick, always tempeſtuous and bluſtering,. 
. that 
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that I think it had rather appear without ha-_ 
vock or noiſe. | 

As it is moſt lovely and noble, fo it is moſt 
difficult and rarc: it flowes from a penetra- 
ting and exact diſcerning z but ſo high and 
comprehenſive, that there is. nothing to be 
found above or beyond it. It is a bright and 
lively flame, whercot by chance we ſec ſome 
glances, even in the leaſt-affected entertain- 

ents, - 

Though it addreſs it ſelf chiefly to the 
Minde, and ſeem to have no other deſign but 
to gain that, yct there it tops not, but even 
Pierces the Heart ; It is true,it one would 
trouble and diſquict the Soul, he muſt take a 
more ſenſible way, and tones more animated; 
but this high Eloquence is not found butin a 
height of thoughts. .' They who acknowledg 
No more in it but a fine Stilegas they call ic, if 
I miſtake not, do not obſerve the msſt exqui- 
lite part thereof. Methinks: there is need of 
_ a great flock of Beauty to bear out great orna- 
ments, and that men do but {cldom minde 
the matter, where ſuch pompous ways of 
(pzaking have their rank; and are fitly placed. 
_ What I now ſay is bur little regarded, and 
may very eaſily eſcape us but poſſibly we 
ſhall minde it better ia a (ubje&t more {enfible 
and better known. 

When Ladies in a great afl:mbly would 
| appear 
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. appear with emulation,” you know they adjuſt 
themſelves rather to pleaſe than dazle the eye ; 
with ſome a xzich Attire, with others a more 
modeſt dreſs does well, and ordinari'y they 
ac& not extremities; they covet nothing too 
dull nor too ſhining but hardly can-we ſe 
two in the ſame drels, and 1t is that diverſity 
that adorns the Scene. 

Since I am come (o far, I fancie that Eln- 
quence which thinks wel and ſpeaks ill, is 
much hke to a beautiful Woman, in a bad or 
negligent dreſs; and that thas which is 
more conſiderable by the dextrous uſe of lan- 
guage than the ſireng'h of reaſon, reſembles 
a Woman of ordinaty Ecauty, but always 
dreſs'd and deck'dz and that great care © 
works not the greateſt charms. But when 
Wit ard Rhetonck joyn together, there is 
Bcauty it felf and. the fulneſs of delight, ro 
which nothing is wanting. 

I am' very much pleaſed with the 7dea that 
you give. me of Eloquence, ſaid the Mareſchal; 
and 1 conclude from all, that the way to ſpeak * 
well, is to. finde out in the ſubje& thebeft 
and moſt agreeable points that therein occur ; 
but that we muſt not labour ſo much to give a 
ſhining gloſs to the things we (ay, as to place 
them in the order that moſt befits them, 

E would not begin in a way. too ſparkling 3 
| It 
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It is indeed to be wiſhed that every thing we 
ſy were good, yea and goodly, according as 
the ſubjc& deſerves; but we muſt rife to thar 
| by degrees: Nature in this, as in all other 
things, is a very skilfut Miftrifs. Mark how 
inſenfibly ſhe advances, and how the faireſt 
Day which begins to dawn, has but (o little 
luſtre, that we are in doubt whether it be 
Night or Day. I diſcoverto you all my Sen- 
timents3. and if I be miſtaken, or' take che 
one for the other, I hope you will give me 
notice of it.” 

To my humour nothing; {peaks fo much a 
noble and p:rfe&t manner-ot exprefſion, as to: 
leave ſome certain things to be comprehended 
without: mentioning of them": Expreſſion is 
clear enough, when we underftand-what'an- 
other ſays, though we undertiand-not* at* tir 
all that he thinks, and that his Sente- reacheth 
further than his Words. : 

Men very often uſe fo many (ubtilities on-a 
ſubject, that what hath been well (aid'is quite 
ſpoild : when one hath hit-the right ttring 
he doth well to reſt there, and pals toother 
matters ; yea, F would even handle them 
in another way, becauſe Variety: never 
ClOySs ; 7 
He that ſpeaks muſt accomodate himlelt to 


the capacity of his Hearers The greater 
Parts; 


" 
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Parts one_may have, the more he ſhould take 
h:cd, leſt by a- high pitch of thoughts "and 
ſpcaking of things, which moſt are not ac- 
caltomed to hear, though he expreſs himſelf 
molt clearly, he may lead his hearers to ſuch 
a height, as may turn their Brains, and make 
them giddie, This- is a fault though that 
may be valued; and it 15 {o rare, that I fee 
no man. complain cf it, and that would not 
be glad to have it, For at worlt it is ealily 
an;ended, | 

As to what men call good Words, I be- 
lieve they depend almuch on the ſubj.. ct, yea 
often of Chance, as on Wit and Underitand= 
Ing and that we muſt ftay for occation,-it 
we-wanld uſe them. Mcn may, I think, 
diſpenſe wit them : For. it is enough to ſpeak 
lize a Gentleman, and upon every ſubjedkt 
that preients, to ſay what is proper and jult : 
that js, better than good words. Yer men 
love them, and I ſhould not at all wonder 
at it, if they were really good words 4 but 1 
admire that Equivocations, which have no- 
thing of that but the appearance, ſhould have 
brought in credit ſume of very ordinary parts, 


.Men now a days attc& to ſpeak , as ſome time 


380 they did to. paint. For, as you know, 
there is always ſome falſe charm, .wherewith 
the world is abulcd. 

That Mode, faid the Chevalier, ſerms to 
mc 
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me very ill invented : For, to be heard with 
pleaſure, we-muſt ſay matters that men are 
glad to underſtand, and fpeak.themraking'ye« 
I fancy that theſe Picture-makers did neither 
of the two: one could. not know the moti 
part of thoſe whom thy" fo curiouſly repre- 
lented 3 and beſides, their way'of painting was 
Not very good. - For there are more ſure and 
noble ways to make people believe what 1s 
remarked in them to be rare and ſingular, 
whether they be extolled or debaſed, than fo 
draw them as they did to the ſmalleſt Linea- 
ment. / | 
Excellent Painters never paint all: they 
give cxcrcile and play to the imagination, 
and leave more to th: thoughts, than they 
Eilcover to ſeole. That Grecian, fo famous 
for his Muſe and for his Inventions, gives 
himiclt no trouble to deſcribe deter z be iis 
very little of her Countenance or Body, and 
nevecrthel:{s he hath per{waded all the world, 
ou ſhe was the faireſt Woman that ever was 
cen. 
Taſſo, who in other things excelled, had 
done well to have imitated him and when 
he ſpeaks of the coming of Armida into. the 
Chiittian Camp, it hc had contented himſclt 
to have ſaid in. two or three words, That 
after ſhe appeared and was heard fpeak, they 
'would have abandoned all to fallow hcr, _ 
nat 
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' that even the General, who ought to. have 
Yo b:zen more reſerved and. leſs ſenhible, was 
r | tempted to itz we (hould, without doubt, 
tt have found it more lovely, All that he mu- 
- fiers together cf the Charms of Nature and 


'S Art, givcs not ſo tine an Tdea, as that which 
4 one can, fiame to himſelf, wherein men never 
1s fail. 

F, The Graces appeat but very ſcI|dom 3 and 
o f even when they arc ſeen, they are not willing 


- that men ſhould have a full and open view of 
them ; It is hard to paint them3 and though 
/ it could be. accompliſh'd,  ſecing every one 
, | looks upon them with different regards, the 
/ piece would never fatisfic all men. 

3 But now the Sun ſets, Is it not time to re- 
S 

; 


tire? Let us go, ſaid the Mareſchal, and if 
you thipk fit, walk a while, that we may cx- 
ercife our ſclves a little more. 


The End of the fourth Converſation. 


The 


td 
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The fifth Converſation. 


FT He Mareſchal reccived often Letters 
trom Paris, 'and - from Court; and as ; 
he likewiſe wrote to entertain Correſpon- _ 
dence, he ſometimes ſh: wed the Chevalier his | 
Letters. 1 know not why it is, that men 
imagine that he is not 1{o extcllent this way, 
as in ſpeaking, F think that his writings 
ſpeak much a Gentleman, and are always. 
witty. Ir is true, Converſation requires not. 
{o much of order, and that it diſpenſeth with 
a certain kind of exact connexion, which is 
not obſerved in. Diſcourſe. Yet I think, if 
men obſerved. jt without conſtraint or affecta- 
tion, they would ſpeak a great deal better... 
However, if what is ſaid independantly and 
apart be good, and delivered with good 
grace, it is always well taken. But common- 
ly what we wri:e ſhould (tick and hang toge- 
ther, yet without any ligne of pains or labour. 
And if any one pretend todoa thing which: 
men may be pleaſed to read, it is not enough: 
that every part pleaſe by it ſelf, they mult be 
made for one anothte, and. that witha due 
proportion. . 
Ly 


| 
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It is remarked of the Mareſcbal, that he 


| would always ſparklez and though his chief 
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drift be to pleaſe thoſe that have skill that 
way, yet he flights not the efteem of others: 
He is in that like to thoſe Ladies, who can- 
not abide that any ſhould eſcape their charms. 
Except a little Hiſtory, or ſome Relations, 
and a ſmall number of Books which he hath 
read, he hath ſtudied nothing but the warld, 
and notwith(ianding underfiands all that is 
ſaid to him. It happens even many times, 
that he | improves things upon the hearing of 
them, and goes farther than one thought to 
lead him. What might be expeGed from a 
young man of ſuch parts, who ſhould be e- 
ducated under good Maſters ? 

The next day after one of the Converſati- 
ons that they had had together, the Chevalier 
came to wait on him. The Mareſebal after 
Dinner was retired into his Chamber, and 
ſeeing the Chevalier come in, I have much 
wiſhed for you here, ſaid he to him, to have 
ſupported me againſt five or ſix very:Learned 
Men, who might have been pretty good com- 
pany, if they had had common Senſe. Before 
we ſate_down to Table, I ſet them together 
by the cans, and now and then put in a word 
when it came to my turnz but when I thought 
that I did moſt triumph, there were two of 
them, if I miſtake not, that (aid to one ano- 


ther 
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ther ſoftly, Thet they could 'not conceive | 


' What men did finde in''me fo rare. They 


m3ke me remember, - ſaid the - Chevalier, of 
a very ingenious man whom knew, that had 
read over all -Taſſo with '\much attention, 
without perceiving in--it 'the leaft Wit or 
Pltafingneſs. 
One learns nothing, 'with ſuch kinde of 
men, replied the Mareſchal 3 they never take} 
up things aright, and Nonſenſe ipaſſeth with 
them for very good Senſe: Propoſe to them 
what you will that is clear, they think it ob- 
ſcare 3, beſides, they have a peculiar language 
which 1 anderſtand not, and which wculd be 
very ill taken in ordinary Converſation. It 
happens with them allo, that inſtead 0 
coming to the knot ot the «matter, they cut 
and\margic your queſtion into ſo many'pieces, 
that titre one makes the other forgotten, {of 


_ that-at levgth no'body can tell what it wa 


I take a great deal of pleaſure to fee them 
rank and muſter inſo brave order matters , 
fo fmall\conſ:quence. He that hath an exa@ 
Jadgment, can eaſily trace and follow what 
he hears ſpoken, or what he faies himſclh, 
without {+ much ado. I love that men it 
Converſation ſhould covet a Mﬀeaſing an 
grateful Variety, that they pals by ſide- way 
out ot the Road, and that now and then the 
mount and raiſe themſclves as occaltion wi 
allo": 
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allow. Although they may wander a little 


and fly at random, yet they ealily finde their 


way again. We muſt, if I may be believed, 

ramble every where, whither our genius leads 

us, without other divifion or diftinction 

but that of a good Judgment ;: This way is 

at leaſt more conform to our Sentiments 'and 

Thoughts, than that to regular method of 
ſome, who put every thing under diſguiſe : 
we ſce nothing in it that is genuine, -or moſt 
commonly that is real. ' And in the Educa- 
tion of Children, why ſhould we accuſtome 
them to ſuch forced biafles, which one day 
they agnnot put in practice, without making 
themſelves ridiculous ? 

' Studie may do prejudice, added the Che- 
valier, at leaſt it muſt not be pretended that 
it infallibly makes Maſter-pieces. Nor doth 
the world either, {aid the Mareſchal, always 
make ſuch; and particularly they who are only 
cut out for the Army,are commonly of no plea- 
fan: converſation : itis ſaid to make amends. 
for thar, that they have acquired Honour, as 

if that put them out of the. reach of every 
thing, and we may ſay under the Roſe, that 
there 15-nothing rmore diſhonourable, than to 
be a rugged and Nt-bred man. It is much the 
{1m2 as with fome c:rtain grav* and ſevere 
Women, who think much of themfelves, on- 
ly becauſe they. are wild and untractable ; 
| ror 
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| For they looſe themſelves more, by ſetting a . 
value upon themſelves for ſo ſlight a matter, | 
than if they were as gentle as they are (evere ;_ 
and ina word, than if they were ſuch as men 
would have them to be. : 
When we judge lincerely, ſaid the Cheva-. 
: lier, we can hardly finde any thing abſolutely 
| perfect z but the more exquiſite diſcerning 
_ one hath, the more he makes it his honour - 
to be indulgent : and we muſt not pretend to | 
meet with {uchas we would have 3 we muſt 
endeavour to make them ſuch, and eſpecially 
if we love them, and be obliged to ſpcnd our 
life with them. For others whom we meet 
but by chance, we cannot turn and poliſh 
. them as we would 3 we may only rough-hew 
them, by telling them what we think con- 
venicnt3 and if they know how to make uſe. 
of it, that does at leaſt diſpoſe them to finiſh 
the work themſelves. | 
I no ſooner begin to ſpeak, ſaid the Mare- 
ſchal,. but you underſtand me better than I. 
underſtand my felt; and all that you ſay to Þ 
| me ſeems fo eatie to-be conceived, that I often 
I think that I knew it before you told ic me. 
My thoughts run always towards my Chil- 
34 dren, who cannot as yet be without my car? 5 
| T love them the more for that 3 and althovgh 
there be ſomewhat in a plentiful eſtate, yer 
1 chef? is nothing I wiſh them ſo much to have 
as 
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J- as merit. 'We diſcourſe ſometimes concerning 
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what we judge moſt expedient for' the /Educa- 
tion of a great Prince 3 andaaccording/to that - 
Model, as near ag one can-approactiit; he may 
bring up bis Children.'” Por'l imagine, chac 
the ſame Vertue can command when Fortune 
calteth;” which *knoweth: howto obey, when 
Daty fo obligeth.  And' the Chevalier and he 
beivg fate down 5' Yow-fayy/continued-he,that- 
Study-may' do prejudices 1 would wiltingly 
be informed in what-wiannex it is to-be uled 3 
for Edo not believe thdtyou are of the opinjon 
that*it thould be abſolutely renounced. 
'Fhart would be a+ very odde conceit, (aid 
the! Chevzlrerz The {beſt natural Wit*of the 
world avails bat lictle;' if care be not taken to 
inftru& -and perfetit ; One never ſets him- 
{elf to any thing as the oaght, wichout being 
taught 3 'and who can be perſwaded, that to 
ſtudy to do a thing well, which one does a- 
miſs, or todo it better whea it is well done, 
can ever be hurtful ? That'is to ſay, for that 
end to ſeek out the beſt means, and under the 


beſt Maſters 3 for fo it is that one ſhould-ſfiudy. 


We ſce how neceffary Art and good Ma- 
ſters are for all kindes of Exerciſes. + It would 
be very firange if the Body were capable of 
Inſtruction, and” the Minde not. What pro- 
bability is there, that to make a man ride a 
horſe well, Exercife and Maſters ſhould = 

F fai 
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failto ſucceeds: and that, to legrn-+Vertue, and 
Breeding: neither of the two ſhould be, uſeful, 
- but racthatiſurtful?;. þ es i 
Wei ſeldom fande eithes Rody or Minde. in 
the frame that wewould defire;but,the defects 
of-Body fecm tome; the more diffigult to. be 
amended-z The Minde;is naturally-pliable,ic 
mty:be recified, provided we-take the right - 
were 'as much a Gentleman, as:(they lay) 
Pigaattl-was & good-Badipg:Maſter,bhe might 
not make -a Gentleman,-as well as, ,Pignatel a 
Horſeman,? What is: the: reaſon; then chat -ic * 
falls out otherways ? It is indeed becauſe 
when*one takes a thing frqm a bad. Matter, 
he learns to do it. the wzgng way 3/299 ghat it 
9 muchimore ditfigult to-ghople gead Maſters 
for..the -Minde, ;\than fer the Body,:. for the 
advantages of the-Body. are, fax more remark- 
able and bettex known. than . thoſe. of the 
Minde. It: is alſo becauſe that they.who are 
capable to. be ggod. Tutors,, axe: not. always 
willipg to undertake thezmployment'3 and to | 
ſpeakirath; as the world goes, it is no great 
glory to make profellipo _ of .it, though. one 
might-be able to diſcharge it to perfection. 
» Itis certain, that to be accompliſhed,. bred, 
and agreeable at the rate that it.is to be wiſhed 
a great. .Prince- were, one cannot. know too 


many. things, 1f 49, be he have the dexterity 
to 
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and ſpeak as we write : many, have aflure 
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to make uſe of them, and underfiands: their 
worth. ' But to ſpeak my migdc, it is yot to 
be a.learged man, to bave.;xead much, and to 
have learned a, vaſt.number of diflerent Opi- 
ons that eſtabliſh no certainty : We know 
nothing well,but what we diftinQly conceive, 
and what we are able to demonſirate to the 
firſt we. meet with, if his apprehenhon be 
good, We. muſt not traſt. to that which-appea! 
r0.us only thrqugh Clouds and Mift,& whic 
we cannot lay .gpen to the, view of another. 

Whilſt one is young, he learns nothipg .but 
ſome words, that .give a ſhow: of Learning, 
when, he 1s;gqod.at nothing; and this js not 
proper. tor the affairs. of the world. * I would 
have.a man kqow every thing,and that yet hy 
the manner of his ſpeaking gone _might-twit 
him with Pedantzy, or being a Philoſopher, 
It is always, good to be clcai-lighted,' 13d 


the Moreebe, and to underhnd the wor 
. whether one ſpeak or write 3 but that whic 
ſavaurs of ſtudy is. (ometimes ilF taken, I 


canngat tell if. ws ſhould write as. we ſpgak, 
YT me 

we ſhould, but I think the ordinary practice is 
otherways. Jt had been more probable, an- 
ſwered the Chevalier, if they had {aid, that we 
muſt write as we would ſpeak,and ſpeak as we 
would writcz, for ſc1dom do we cither the ope 
or other as we would : that Queſtion, which is 
'.T'Y not 
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not to be ſlighted by perfons of Parts,may very 
cafily becleared. ' © 

Men write of 'things which they never de- 
liver i plain diſcourſe, 'and which ate only 
compoſed to be read, as a Hiſtory or the like : 
When one ſets about that, or would therein 
ſucceed, he muſt not write as if he were 
telling'a tale 1n company : Hiſtory is more no- 
ble and gravez Converſation more free and 
negligent, And as there arc ſome things 
that muſt onely be read, there are ſome |ike- 
wiſe onely made for hearing, as Harangues. 
"If one would Judge of the true worth of theſe, 
he muſt confider what intent they are good | 
. for when they are ſpoken, ſince that is their 
ſcope. And: becauſe Letters are not art all to 
be ſpoken 3 (for though we read them aloud, 
that is not called ſpeaking) we ſhould not 
write them altogether as we ſpeak. - For proof 
* of this, ſhould we meet a perſon to whom we 
had been a writing, though 'the Letter had. 
been excellent, yet we ſhould not ſpeak to: 
' him the” ſame things that we had written, or '| 
at leaſt not n-the ſame ſtrain. It is never- 
theleſs good when we write, to imagine in 
fome ſort that weare ſpeaking, that we may 
write nothing but what is natural, and which 
we might uſe in Converſation: And in the 
ſame manner when we ſpeak, to perſwade 
our {elves that we wiite, that nothing may : 
come 


Mereſchal Glerambault, @c. ION 


- Come from us but what 1s noble, and which 


hath ſomewhat of exaRitude. -: 

Why is. it ſaid, replicd the Mareſchal, that, 
ſome ſp-ak well, but know not how to write ?. 
It is often belicved, anſwered the Chevalier, 
that ſome perſons do really ſpeak well, when 
they do it only in appearance z, and that is. be- 
cauſe men, are dazled' by their Meene, .or 
charmed with the love of their Voice. When 
one excels in ſpeaking, he may do the ſame 
likewiſe in writing: though this indeed 
requires a little more. pains:- And I think, 
that one cannot : be able to write well, and 
not to ſpeak well.. But it happens that thoſe 
who only apply themſelves.co writing, have 
commonly a more faint and almoſt ſmothered 
ſtrain in ſpeaking z theſe men covet too much 
the ſound and harmony : That ſweetneſs of 
language which they affect, doth, piece. and 
piece deprive them of the, natural .uſfe of it; 
which conliſts in giving to eycry, thiog thae 
is faid, the movings that are felc.in the heart, 
For men ſpeak not only to expres. theie- 
Thoughts, but alſo cheir Paflionsz aud theſe 


_ aretwo things very different. 


He that is moved at nothing, is as unfitto 
ſpeak, as hethat chinks nothing. The Heart 
hath a language as well as the Minde, and the 
expreſſion of the Heart..often produceth the 
greateſt cfteqs, When the Heart is, not 
F 3 ſtirred, 
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ſtirred, ag otic may" have wit cnough, 
yet he never firikes* home 3 and* when'one is 
piſſionzre, \ifWit be wanting, he: makes but 


* . © tioifſt, ari@*comimonly' ſo out” of tine} that 


te had- better hoJdhis peace. The Heart then 
muſt*have'Paſſidis,” and 'the Minde not only 
condadt and: order them; but hkewiſe make 
- the * 'Thdice-: - For as there #te ome Thoughts 
that'pleale; and others that do not; ſos the 
Gme diverſity Tikewide"to*be found in the 
titiorions'df thetheart, ſome take," and others 
ate rejcedv «You know better than'I,' that 
to infpire Joy /or- Heavinefs, and fo many 0- 
ther Paſſions which (way the world-in ſpight 
of, realon, 1t-is ok enough! ro know'therh by 
rene, we muſt be t6hched with: thert at 
the mtanc; at Icaſi'as we are with things that 
we ſee repreſented on the Stape: 
:Whethcr we would Jpcak, or write well, 
we mult haves great ' many regards's: and few 


have thit way ſuctecded! © The hardtht of all, - 


_ th my jud mene, 4xto underſRiand aright what 
will pleaſe; and to have" a genius to uſe Its 
FE fay, avhat will pleaſe, becauſe it is-not (o 
 ealie a matter to be affured of it. © For as to 
what' is pleaſing, (every one hath his Taſte 3 
and-if you obſerve It,, thit which ordinarily 
pleaſeth is fivt'fo much the fuit-of perfection, 
a of a" certain Temperament, which agrees 


with of our natural Scutiments. | IK 15a kind-of 


propor- 


proportiqn lwuhichchazms,!/whenwe perceive 
not whence the? influenceconieds but Lthmk: 
the true Graces, Which affetd molt _ ats:aly 
waics lively ican hardly: be: without deheacy> 


ficence, are made rather for, admiratian'thau 
pleaſure, When Beauty: it:(c}fi hath lodalela 


 loſtrey it-is above-our;:firength; Iws:@nboy 


bear it.  Mcn praiſe? the: fairy: bubdeve! the; 


buxom lafſes; The reafon is; becauſe{;men;: 


are wearied with long/admizations! and-what: 
is only. made forthat-end, diſguſt) when, the: 
wonderisoverp3d tro vio td api 
;:-Qur: chief: care! muſt: ber to think: weHh + 
the  excclence bfqhinkjug hath {othranyad-, 
vantages above” fome- i certain-- peifections: 


| which men:hunt after in-Artand Study; that: 
he who thinks beſtz#hath always the better of. - 


others... Iiperceive moreoyer;: thatcthey:who- 
have a diſcerning'juggmeat for things,: have 
it alſo for'the marmeri of :exprefiing-oftthems 
and that itis the finene(s of thought that pro» 
duceth the quaintne(s of Yanguagg. -. All this 
depends upon the purchaſc- of: that: Spirit,. 
whereof we have ſo: mach difcourſeds- and he 


' that can give it, may\brag that heis an excel» 


lent Maſicr. 19095 05m Toy 00-7 
Matters of Fa& aantþ/ Memory: are :cafily. 
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* and that great things, as Pomp,apd;iMagui-: | 


learned 3 and there are many-:/to be found. -, 


who canteach them : But: the. caſe is not ſo 
| F 4 with. 
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with what- we call Knowing-and Judging: 
that is- the Mafter-picce-: of; the Minde 3 but 
eſpecially in 'what-concerns. Dexterity and: In- 
vention, Exactitude and Decorum;' there are 
few Maſters who do not give wrotig meaſures 
which cannot be corrected when one would. 
Aud becauſe:the firit Emotions of tnc Heart, - 
#od ſome certain | imperceptible impreſſion 
that is \made onthe ſpitit.of:a Child, gives him 
an inclinalion either. to good or evil, and that 
for the- whole courſc of his Lifez it were to 
be defired that nothing were read to the young 
Prince, but ſome certain Bogks that might 
give him':the Hex, ovatileaft; the Sentiment 
of Perfection}: by :; forme: paſſiges.. delicately 
touched by a good hand. For fometimes we 
finde things to rightly hit, that it is impoſlible 
ro (ay' or think them bettee;4 he goes far that 
25 ſhaped by ſach- patterns, when by conſtant 
cultorne,” and :acquainting him(elf-therewith, 


- al that hefaies:carricsthemark and fg nature 


of his inſtru@tions; + + + 
This Language which few can {peak, pro- 
ceeds from an exacitude of Minde, and a - 


reach of Underſtanding, that diſcovers things 


25 irr nature they are: Thought bea natural 


diſcretion, yet men continually make ſome 


improvement in it, 'when they fet toitin the 
right way, and frequent the Converſation of | 


thoſe that are born with it. But I muſt Gill 
tell 


"Hold Clerambault Sc. 205, .\ 
tell you, My Lord Mereſebal, that they who © 
lament that they have not followed heh Stus. 
dies in the common'Mcthod, have not there-- 
by loſt any thing, 4 

It js no ſmall matter tods able to: undeceive: 3 
our ſelves of prejudices, and to know how. <- 
to give every thing the valuc it' deſerves. * 
Now if any man ſhould diſcover, or only hing 
to us, what eſtimate we ought to make 4 
things, we ſhould be very much oblj 
him. Moſt. part. make no account tors 
though it be certain, that without this knows 
ledge men are always fops, or always erto= 
NCOUSs | 

I am yet-of the opinion, fad the Mare 
| ſebal, that in giving the Rules of a godd Life, . » 
and inftilling the Sentiments neceſlary to it, a+ 
bad Maſtes may do more miſchief... Isvonder. 
not at all, that for ſucli'as we are,the firftthar. 
comes! in theway, or offers by chance, isim= 
"06/1 3 becauſc the conſequence is not Gus; y 
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we and: puinert to ry Exam) Re 
by the moſt noble pattern, ſo many People are: 
to model themſelves,» there 4s nothing that: 
ſhould be omitted. If in the remoteſt part of, 
the Indies there were any- to be found, who- 
could diſcharge the office better than the abteft; 
perſon at home, I think he ſhould beſent fors., 


he "It 
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it concerns the breeding of a great King, who: 
- isloved and admired ; it.concerns the making 


of. him- happy, and even all that are. co live 
er him.. For: ag they are to be obliged to: 


Gacrifice their lives for his glory, it is fairthat 


ſome part of his good fortune ſhould be ſcat- 
tered amonglithem. 

There, is no more neceflary for all this, laid 
the Che valier , but to make hima Gentleman,, 
at. jeaft je it is the moſt-important. I perceive, 
inde Merl that that word: compre- 

almoſt en, thing . but if one ſhould+ 
wy me A it fgnified, I ſhould finde my 
ſelf) very much puzzled to anſwer. _ I wonder 
e. Chevaliers. a matter of ſo great: 


extent, has too many various regards and 


io to be RY xplained in two or three 


£3 3 ® 


= Gente _ Thae we may therefore have a. 
litiet knowledge of' it, we may conlider. - 
it in it ſelf without any,xeſpeR to what it is. 


' not, and view it in all its aſpeRs.. 


Tellme, 1 [hay you, what you think of i it,. 
#eplicd the chal; I ſhould. be veay glad: 
eo {ee jf you. and I entertain the ſame thoughts. 
about a matter. of. that. cqnſcquence. - |" 

| now, 


\ know, id SE that you make it 
all things your guide, and that therefore = | 
mui, very well know it 4 I anr-afſuced that 
if . the notion; that Lhave of itbe true, it muſt- 
agrce with .the thoughts that you..cntertain. 
thercof. _ For, pexfe& Generolity, is: the ſame 
always in. all, ,ſaubjecs where it is found, 
though the difference of time and fortune may. 
make it differently appear : But under what. 
ſhape ſoever it hewsit (elf, it is always love-. 
ly, and thac is the princ ing] Character where: 
by it may, be known. For real chartns pro- 
ceed not from a bare outſide, or flight ap- 
pearance 3. but from a great fiock of Wit and 
Worth, that ſpreads it ſclf upon every: thing - 
that we fy, and. upon all the Actions of 
Life.;. -; 
Ie ſcems £6 me, that it IE Fl myſtery of 
nothing,. and: as. it-avoids extremities, *fo-ic 
neither cavets.to he ſeen, nor to be hid-... Its 
fir approach brings no ſuch luſtre as £0 dazle 
Or ſurprize. : .but when we draw, Near: £0, £on- 
higex, it,, we. finde that it. bath, lo good: a gage 
n managing whatever, occurs, whether good: 
or bad, (crious.or jocung, that oae-would (ay,. 
ont all comes alike to. it, and that. ig every, 
hing it is agreeable ; And-when it reets. 
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. I finde it not at all rigorous, but apt to 
pardon andexcuſe 3 and fo far from making 
advantage of the misfortune and miſery of 
andther, that it is always ready fo aid and 
ſuccour him : It yailſes'and makes happy all 
that depend upon it, as far as fortune willl give 
"it Teave 3. and when it is able to do nothing, 
it never at leaſt grieves or diſcourages any 3 
and in this it is cautious, even to the ſmalleſt 
punGilio's. If it intend to droll, its mirth 
has no other defigne, but to divert the per- 
ſons themſelves that' it plays upon: It is 
never ſo much in conceit with it felf, but that 
it is ſenlible that ſomething may be done be- 
yond what it performs. It defircs no falſe ad- 
vanfages, but on the contrary, if occaſion 
do not invite,” it leayes os to gueſs at the 
thing wherein it excels. WLLY 

'It is never dazled by Intereſt :' and if a 
Gentleman happen to be accuſed, though even 
his Life be in danger, yet he uſes not all forts 
of reafons to juſtifie himſelfz but the little he 
ſayes makes even his Accuſers ſorry to have 
wronged him, Repreſent to” your felt $9- 
- crates, Or Scipio, or any Other of that flight. 
We may alfo obſerve that ſuch men are above 
Forgune; or at leaft that they arc ſeldome gid- 
dic in proſperity and what calamity ſo ever 
may befal them, they never brag that their 
Patience ard Verrue' does not abandon them, 
even 


ault, ©. 109 

| even when we ſee that they have enough-and 
to ſpare. I think Generolity gives always 
good Judgment, though it be very loath. to.' 
decidez that it prefers choice to abundance, 
neatneſs to rich attire," and things whicly are 
little in view, to thoſe which diſcover them- 
ſelves at firſt fight. ' Do you not likewiſe ob+ 
- ſerwe, that it efteems Merit more than For- 
tune, that it is riot ſubje@e to prejudices 3-that 
what choaks men of: ſtinted Souls,j-never fur- 


- | priſes itz ahd that the opinions of the world- 


hinder it not from underfianding. the true 
value of things. . | 
Nor do I think it tied to times or places, 
but that he: who can do ſo much as to be a 
Gentleman in his Cottage, would have. been 
ſo in all the Courts of the world. Yet there 
1s a great deal required to: make a Gentleman 3 
and though. one may paſs for ſuch at the 
Court of a great Prince, we mult not there-' 
fore belicve that he is ſo accompliſhed as to be 
every where, and with all forts of pcople (o. 
_ elfteemed. | | 
He that would enlarge on this ſabje@, 
might make a great many Obſervations: but - 
_ to conclude, Generoſity is obſerved to leave a 
dear and plealing memory with thoſe. who - 
| have known it, and to work fo.upon men, as.. 
| to make them never repent, that they have... 
obliged its 27h 11 Mars 2 
v.57 Aﬀtecr 
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Aﬀter-all, there'was 'a Lady of ſo perfect a 
Beauty, and of ſo takinga-Wit, that the moſt 
beautiful themſelves could not but love her, 
who'asked me-whatiwas meant. by a [Gentle | 
. MmanJanda | Gentlewoman)}; for the one re- 

ſembles the other 5'\Andiwhen: I:had told her 
alt that I thaught of it, and thatiſhe bad ſpoke 
of it to_very good: purpoſe, ſhe did indeed 
confeſs,'that all-that was ſaid was neceſſary to - 
the-ronſtituting of the thing ſhe inquized of &. + 
bat that there was til} in it ſomewhat inex- 
plicable, 'which is'better known by, ſeeing the 
practice, than hearing a diſcourſe: thercot. 
What ſhe imagined conſiſts in ſomewhat 
noble, which elevates and ſets off good quali- 
tries, and which iflues only: from: the. Heart 
and Mindez whereof all the reſt is! nothing 
but the equipage and train. h 

That Lady, aid the Mareſchal, was ex- 

tremely nice 3 for I think you have ſaid e- 
nough as to what concerns a Gentleman, and 
without exception F approve of. all that you 
have obferved in it, unleſs it be perhaps, that 
yow ſay, that toipleaſe 15 an infallible mark of 
Generofity : It ſeems to me that men fucceed. 
in that very often by bad ways, as well as 
good, and even with greater luſtre. To. this. | 
may be anſwered; aid the Chevalier in two. - 
.words, that theroareſome; who underfiand;: | 
true worth, and that to pleaſe ſuch is/a [good;-. 
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Maveſchat Oleta 


\ figne 5 but that again there arc many more of 


lets diſcretion, and that to be agreeable to 
thoſe is no great matter of reputation. 
However, . replicd the Mareſchal, if we take 


the tri ceſt of Generoſity, whethtr byccouſi- - 


dering it init ſelf, or inthoſe things which it 
does and fays, it appears ta be paramount and. 
above all, and there is nothing to be ſeen fo 


worthy of a great Prince. It is true, (aid the 


Chevalier, - it is lovely, and begets reſpec, 
though it be reduced to hilence, and have po-. 
thing todo. But you have touched the two 
things that give it luſtre { Speaking and Do- 
ing: ] And that was the thing, as Homer. 
ſaithythat the learned Chiroz taught the young 


| Acbilles. 


That Maſter, (aid the Mareſchal, muſt. 


_ needs have. had. the right fixoke : He bred a; 
\ Scholar who hath been much talked of in the 


wagld 3,and it we (ce 1n him. fo little of  (o. 
high and extraordinary 'worth, it may well 
have been the fault of his Governours. _ As he- 
made an end. of theſe words, he elpicd ſome ; 


Players .cnter, who. came to divert him; and * _ 4 


that-put an cnd'to. the Converſation... 
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The Sixth Converſation. 


He Chevalier came to wait on the Mare- 

. ſcbal, who had ſpent the Afternoon at 
Play. He entered juſt as- their Play ended, . - 
and as the Players retired. The Mareſchal 
who was going abroad, was glad to ſee him 
at the very nick of time when he might take 
him along with him. And Iask not, faid he 
to him, if you be a man for a walk; for [I 
know you are pleaſed to behold the vafiety | 
and difference of Colours which appear in the 
Skie at 'Snn-ſetting, and: you love well to 
breathe the freſh Air of the Evening 3 but my . 
doubt is only which way we ſhall go 7 the |] 
Wood wherein we were the other Evenwg 
would pleaſe me well z but we muſt paſs | 
_ through the Town to go thither, and the way 
is bad, and I know not if we ſhall have time 
enough. I think, ſaid the Chevalier, it: were 
better to go down along the Water-ſide. And-_ 
this opinion was followed. They went that _ 
way as faras the end of the Meadow; where 
ſtopping, becauſe the Coach could get no _ 
farther., they. came out, that they might : 
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The Mareſchal loves not 10 keep long fi- 


that converſe with him, that there is alwaies 
pleaſure to-hear him ſpcak 3 and. becauſe play 
had ſo taken -him up, that he had faid-no- 
thing almoſt all day., he fell immediately a 
difcourſing of that, which, moſt touched his 
heart. - Attcr ſcme diſcourſe onthat ſubjeR 3 
We mult not look upon Kings, ſaid he, with 
the ſame cyes as vpon private perſons, moſt of 
whom have no other deſign but to live at their 
_ eaſe 3 though a Man of Worth and Parts 
makes it always more. his bulinels ſo to:de- 


- mean himſelf, as that he may gain Love and 


Eſteem. 
I know what Vain-glory is; A Gentleman 
minds it not, and the wiſer deſpiſe it 3 yet I 


| think that the more of-Heart and Spirit one 


have, the more he eſicems true Honour : and 


if there be any one who cannot reach that, 


though he may have otherways all that heart 
_/can delice, his condition- notwithflanding is 
much to be lamented 4 at leaſt if he be a man 
of a generous Soul ; For mind it, of all the 
affronts that men can receive, thoſe that ftrike 
at the Honour are Jeaſt pardoned 3 and when 
one findcs him(clf touched on that fide. there 


SO 


ET: age i143 2 
|fercch a walk. upon the Banks .of the Ri» © 


- lence 3 but-it. is lucky for him, and for thoſe - 


he 


is nothing (o dear to him as its vindication. -- 
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Soto ſay the truth, it'is not commudioufhels 
of living that makes men ſo much aſpire-*& 


great Employments and” high Charg &5 for 


ones Life is thereby render'd more liaful and 
unquiet \ but itis the hops that one hath to 
make himfzlf thereby appear deſerving. 

This notwithſtanding in a private perſon 


cannot be but*of ſmall extent and ſhort con- 


tinuance'; but Kings are ſeen of all the world, 
and Poſterity, which never flatters any, mult | 


judge of their merit: Glory isthe moſt lovely | 


part of their fortune, and their.chief concern. 


To-that have all Heroes and Great Men de- | 


voted themſelves 3 and one had need be able, 


faithful, and zealous for them, who is toad- . 
viſcand give them right-counſels-in that points | 


and -eſpecially he muſt know ' wherein true 


Glory confiſts, and by what” means it is fo be. 


acquired. 

" It is reported that Parmenio, | that' great 
Captain, but who had no' other end but 
Victory, adviſed his 'Mafter to ſurpriſe” his 


Enemies by Stratagem,” by reaſon of theix valt 
overt. 


number,- and to ſet '\upon them” under! £6: 
of Night: But that Prince, whoſe aim- was 
not- (o much forwin a'Battle,"a$to'make this 
d, would got t 


likewiſe 


red ghe'but by day, | 
e&ro-loo(c alh both Lif&and For- | 

7 tune, thr ths CPhav ive Vidory in/danger | 
_ pf abluſh. The ſame Parmenio adviſed him - 
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Uſchet Clerambantt; Se. 7 5 
| likewiſe to divide Afia with the Perſiars, and 


'to accept of great Treaſures that were offered 
| him foran accommodation. This: Counſtl 
' was m0; berter received: than the other 3 His 


heart was too imperious to admit of a Rival, 
and too high to value Gold and'Riches. © His 
Psojedts tended only-to glory, and if he hath 
not always known the mott pure and ſolid, it 
is: becauſe he was but young -and:op the top 


| of his-Fortune;- which male him ao under- 


take fo many things, that he could not well 
ſee all that he did; and: eafily tranſported with 


| Paſſion. 


The leaſt faults that great Princes are guilty 


| of;' do ſometimes endanger' their Reputation 3 


and if they would: believe mie, 1 would 'put 
them in minde, often to conſider with them-. 
felves in what manner the greateſt [Kings 


| would behave themſclves;, if they wete' to play. 
3 their parts. > 


It is no bad -carriage- towards a Prince, to 


_ adviſe and-counſel him to what is moſt Genes 


rous, and even moſi Heroical.  We'fee com>. 


' monly that: he that -doth ſo is moſt welcome 


tohim3 and when we look narrowly into the 
concerns: of life 'we finde that inall reſpe&s 
it is atlaft the beſt; - It feemsthiat Heaven and 


1 Deftiny fake @ particular care of 'thoſe great 
| Souls that”! wholly refigne* themſelves. Ts 
4: braveſt commonly prevail, and high Reſolu-, 


yon 
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tion hath ſaved mort, than it-hath loſt,. - The |- 
more that that King, that I was ſpeaking; of | | 
purſued Death, the more it fled from him z } - 
and if he was wounded, asit is impollible but | 
he that continbally throwes himſelf into dan- | 
ger mult (ometimes' be, yet it was without 
the loſs either of Life or Victory. _ 
Yet it- is not- to be wiſhed. that the Prince 
 ſhouldbe,fo venturous, and that he knew o0 
other way but this to advance tox, glory : 
Though the riſque of ſo precious a Life ſhould | 
not Keep us in continual alarm, yet it ſeems - 
below the grandeur of a great Prince to ex- 
pole. himſelf on: every |Rencounter, /' And if 
you confider /it - well, that is not- the. thing | 
- that ſpeaks moſt. the greatneſs of Soul, and the 
contempt of D-:ath. 1 think it much more 
gallant co meet it with @ fteddy. and afſured 
pace like Socrates, than to, run; headlong, a- | 
gainlt it like Alexander. . for this is calmly. | 
and without effort co do:a- moſt difficult ac, 
Which teſtifies:a - wore-ſetled and undaunted 
Reſolution. ; 
There are ſome Soveraigns who are always 
to b: looked upon as grave and ſagePolitici- 
ans, and that in my minde is not the lovelieſt. 
gatb. wherein they might appear : There is. 
ſome other thing more noble, that would ' 
much better ſet them off, And can you ima-\ 
,&incany thing more gallant for a young m—_ 


th 
My x 
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4 than -Amours and Arms? That is indecd the 

 ſubje@ of prettie Romances, anſwered the Che» 

Þ -valier3 and when a Reign ſhips away without | 
' Loves or Wars, Hiſtory wilt not have much 

T tofay of fit» But all Princes arc not born to 


play the parts one-of anothex 3 and a Sove- 
reign doth always much, when he governs 


| well his States, and renders his SubjeCts hap- 


' T have known Princes, replied the Mare- 


| ſebal, who would have been very gallant men, 


if in the beginning men had minded their 
buſineſs with them, and'if they had been put 
in the right way. This primary Education is 
to them of much greater importance than to 


'|- private men For ſo ſoon as they are out from 


under the condu& of a Governour, all that 
comes from them is approved of, at leaft in 


' appearance: And no body appears before 
1 'thcm, but to pleaſe chentiz becauſe that al- 


though men may love them well, yet chey 
eaffly incline co love their Friendſhip betcer. 
Befides, it would be'a very imprudent thing, 
for 'one to run the hazard of his Princes dif- 
pleaſure, by admoniſhing of him as a private 
man would his Fricnds, unleſs he had given. 

ſome evidence that he defiredit., 
Id the mean while thoſe that are aboiie 
them, and are not enſlaved to intereft, may 
finde ways ſecure enough to inform thens 
: plealiogly 


pl 


238 . The Converſations of the, | 
pleaſingly of all that may contribute..to theif 
Glory. and, Happineſs. ..... It: is.calic, ſaid; the | 
Chevalier, to giye, good-:counſel as to what }. 
concerns Gloxy: men know what-}ic 15, and |. 
how it is to be acquired: 5 in-that. all men of | 
good judgement agree 3 but it.is not ſo as to |. 
Happineſs, which depends more on the tem-'| 
per-and conſtitutiou,than on.the things which | - 
we believe do produce it. And to tell truth, 
one.mult perfectly well, know. a Prince, ito be | . 
able to aſſure him of what would render him | , 


DapPy- We our {elves are very often at a loſs 
to know what is proper to give.us content; 

You have xcaſon,, replied the Maraſehghh but ] - 
whenone hathall thipgs as it were that heart | + 
Ki n, wiſh,and that. thexe is no moxe to be dons, 

Pat to make a right choice 3 methinks with chic 
leali affiftance it 1s,no bard matcer to be happy: 
and to (jy the,cruth,it is a fair-wayto it for one. 
to: perceive himſelf in the fiſt rank ampnght | 
las Maſters of the world 3 TW Ms betigw 


S$ , cv» 


A 


nofhiog, greater. . . Conſidex, what , plegſup: 
_ "there 18 in Benefigence.:. to me. there ſeems 
"none more _.pare, hor noblez. and this pleaſure 
ſeems” onely deſigned for great. Princesz the | 
. more favours they beſiow,, the more they are | | 
in "condition of beſtowing, ſceing their Pre-: 

£5 that are attended with choige and eſteem 
Tuppott., their Grandeur,, and render them: 
q Dore powerful. It is not Wealth and et 

= whic 
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ir | which, are chip to be xprSchtrom King, 
he ' for 40 may be 


|. Vn ue 4 Fortune, an 
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praiſe Id. they do, without Wwicaſure. 


degorum. It1 2 gallant, and. generous Com- 
life ag es 
of f 


by oe . ey On Y Jing joy if 
they have the faireft Woinen Fe ty WOE 


| but they are Captives always,in | pril fon, bv - 


out Wit or Love 3 they have nothing of thi 
whigh charms moſt, nothing kuce, brisK -ngr | 
ſparkling. 

: That Amorous Commerce, and at Vit 
ety of gallant Adycntures, which make men 
* delight 


gclight: in- _ | (ink "Orfnincichet | : 
Jhwetidp av app | the ROE en, | 
is amongiF che, ws eh Par "I »AY- | 
ventures which 'no'body can {bve; and bum | 
thinking of what: you juſt now aid; there | 
happens always in'rheſe Ns Pk aber actiderits 
ot. Love and War, but the uch, 
could defi Aridſto; Taffo, an even Sap fon | 
Flftotarn into a plealing' "Romance ®" If ir'Be | 
happy to live in thac” mannicr, 'rhat' felitity 
ſcems to- me very barbarous, and I' cannot 
think that a man of Senſe could efivy it," The 
greateſt Pleaſures' il} /managed,” 46d withoiie 
ſome mixture '6f Wit, 'or ome ſ{uriment'sf 
| Honour, . laſt bur #thort while'# and” this | - 
-ought'very well to coftifort: us; if we haven 
all we dcfire. * "1. AS 
I obferve allo, that theſe” Princes do' riiore.. 
"debaſe than raiſe themſelves, ' by affe 
'Graudeiir which no body diſputes them: There-| 
is a kind of Civility accompanied with Mi- 
jefiy, that makes me with pleaſute-acknow- | 
ledge forme Princes to be their Maſters; whith 
is far more lovely: The more they condeſcend 
-and draw near, the more the others ſtand«oF, | 
- 'bar eſpecially i ' they be fongn r : 
never make the wrong uſe of* any _ 
I think that the greateſt men. have watt 
ways veryfree and familiar with their ee 
Ceſar 
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| Ceſar at leaft was ſo, faid the Chevalier, and 
T even-With- his Souldiers to that paſs, that he ' + 
| took pleaſure to repeat their good Words atd 
7 Jeftsz that familiarity, which to ſpeak truth 


was not unaccompanied, charmed them :* So 


| that when they were to fight for his glory;they 


met with nothing that appeared diſhcult, and 
valaed neither Danger nor Death. If/at'any © 
time any of them had been by chance 'taken - 
Priſoners, / and' had Life offered them, they 
_ difdainfully refuſed it, ſayiog, That it be- 
longed to Souldiers of Cxlar to give quarter. -_ 
I wonder not then, (aid the Mareſehal, that 
.fuch a Man followed by ſuch Souldiers, 
though .weaker in number, obtained conſtant- 
- ly the Vidory : And- what I was ſaying, that 


Heaven takes great Souls into its protectian,is 


more apparent in this Heroe, who in ſo many 
| Battles where he expoſed himſelf in all places, 


| he never received the Jeaſt Wound. 


Men love, (aid the Chevalier, Princes of 


| great Defigne and high Undertakingss and 


. though Fortune fickle and utconſiant (as-we 
know by experience) forſake their party, yet. 
glory never deſerts them. Of chis number 
was Ceſar 3 he had nothing. but what was 
Nable, and bore a charaGter of Grandeur. He 
was fo brave, and at-the (ame time fo kinde, 
that he would not have ſpared to have hazar- 
ded his perſon- to ſucconr the meaneſi-of his. - 

G . Souldicrse | 


| © 192, The Conv 
Squldicxs, All that fall 


much as the loſs of ane... moral. 
_ Some. few Jays befoxe that. memorable. 
Fight, where the Germa»s:and thoſe ather - 
Northern People were rauted, he had ſene.Am- - 
 baſladoursto their Prince Avgoniſtus,, who con- 
traxy tothe Law of Nations: detained; them 
-priſogess.and put them in chains, Ceſar told 
them, That. he was not more glad of the 
Vidtory, than he was: to. have (them in his 
arms, and.to free them from. theix irons, But 
| haxe is a paſſage that. gives;a.great mark of his 
— Temper, and of the great Elicem he'was held 
Is 1 | ; 
Gurio,' ance of his Generals, . was making 
war in another corner of the worlds be was a 
young man of- much Govrage and little Ex- 
pevience,: who. had to: do/ with. old Africans 
accemplithed in the trade, This yourig man 
being drawn into an Ambulb, and fecing that 
* he could: make ' his own eſcape, but that he 
wanted Prudence, or good Fortune,..to ſave 
: the Troops that Ceſar had cptruſied him with, 
choſe rather. co: die than appear before: him: 
Every word that! Ceſar utters conceraing his 


Nor | 


- Friend, ſcems-attended with Sighs and Tears: | 


| owed: his fortune were '- | 
 deap. to..hims.. and, he ſhared., with thens the £4 
ory 2,811 a6 the dangers and the-gaiping: | 
t thezr Love 2nd Eftecm was .updeubrydly. | 
hisſurcl, way to-win fifty Battles, without (0... | 
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ofthe tealt Hrarth check; that made Carts ti | 
\ fo 'Ueſpetite'# courſe 3 "it was 1 ctreaim Ferri. - ? 
- mtat* that® makes us fear 'the fipfie of 'obr 
Friends, when they are of 6 high a mttit, 
ad that we know they have rs teaſoh to'bp- _ 
prove our actions. _ WY Hy 
Men raiſe br d&baft Worth, drooling as 
AE: &ion or Hatred ſways them; Cit the Me- 
reſch:l, and' Ceſar well utiderfiood the way of 
purchaſing Love. I rettiermber of the banks 
of Lignon — where I todk'fo much delight 
when [ was young, andthe anſwer of the ©- 


Love, if you would be lived: 


That is a very ſure way, at leaſt if one do it 
with good grace. For it is not enough for us 
obſcquioufly to court the favoar of People, the 
chiet point is to manage our purpoſe fo: dex- 
terouſly, that the perſon whottr we love. may 
take it well. The manner of doing, which 
oaght not to bz ſo coniiderable, works. ttiore 
"than all the reſt 3 and I perceive that thereby 
the canningeſt are catcht. as well 45 the miſt 
fimple. But 1 have quite forgotteh whett I 
Was. To 
You nzed not much trouble yout felf for 
that, ſaid the Chevalier for you never leave a 
fe G.2. - fubjec?! 


. Pg Eh a , 
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ſubjeck, Pier a 


| What you--have ſaid: 0 te ng par 
"owe 3s, very. commodious, - and-:there 45::n0 4 
lying: with thoſe who. would be:always 1o 
and 'exat, But I think you-were | 
| y 5 of Ceſar, and 1 am confidenng: that | 
the-moſt eloquent man of that time. told: him 


-. one day, That he: had. done more than .van- 
guiſh his- Enemies, he had overcome: Victory 

it. ſelf 3 and that he had placed himſelf & G25 
it,..by pardoning thoſe. _—_ would have rui- 
. ned him. That praiſe which he ſo jully:de- 
Lexved, gives me 2 great notion of him.z'but 


1n.one —__ am vexed with him, becauſe 


he called us Barbarians. It is not Ialone that 
takes that reproach. impatiently '3 #t bath fo 


much offended one of our Romance makers,that 


| be hath not ſpared to write, that Ceſar was 


no great Cavalier. Ha, ha, yfaith Iam glad 


at that, ſaid the Maryeſcbal, and he'very well 
. deſerved it, ; for what reaſon could: be have fo 
' kg.txeat.our Anceſiours ? 


Jn; the mean while, replicd the Chenalies, | 


that aſperſion which hath made you laugh :is 
pot ſo idle but thatit may be maintain &4and; 


- Hot to.(tand.to examine what it is tobe a Cavan 
4 her, in the way that we underſiand ic, ones 


' more a Cayalier at a Princes Court, than wm 


2 Commonwealth. I am likewilc of opinionz;/ , 


that the cuftomes and. praGtiſes;:of great 


_—_— 'Towns 
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| dowas anvmotnobe3oyou Jenduerhat; "Ty 
cannot-cndure:/them,- Phere''is fortic- 
| .crhar mche Country natural-and wilde, which - 
is: ftil{-noble, though far different from the. 
nobility of ': Courts; becauſe there we''ſte 


= 


-natural-atcire, without -art and dreſs,” 'Irha- 
give to-your ſelf thoſe dark-and ſhadyForetis 
ot Africa, -pcoplcd with an intioite numberof 
Lions 'and'other wild bealis, all char appears 
tome mose noble than the Grand Seighior's 
Ghonuns> 

£;:Whac you ay, ſaid the Mareſchal inter- 
rupting him, makes me think that it is not 


" -enoughwhen we:diſcourſe, or travel, toknow 


whither we would'go,” nor to take the right 
way ». bat we mutt.cndeavour to become pleas 
ang and agrecab'e in it. 

''Fo return toCeſar ; men take him to have 
toon the. greatclt Man of the world 5 and F 
think'to conſider him every way, and in a!t his 
ſplendour, they have reaſon, as well for the 
wanders of his Life and Fortune, as the 
grcatnefs of his Spirit. and Vertue.- Is it nbt 


he-who fo-long ago hath left us the example 
and-invention of whatever is rare andexqui=: 
fite/in: War ?. But may not we yet a little bet- 
tex know” what kind 'of man he was ? For 
people tp:ak variouſly of him, - 

It 4s very Hard, replied the: Chevalier, to- 


G. 3 
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give a Tight judgement of 'thoſe whom we 
have not ſeen, and-who have-lived in an age. 
ſo far-{rotn'us. But if there be any mart who 
at ſo'great-a diſtance may be ſifted and exa»: 
mined, it is certainly.Ceſar. He hath done 
1ſo-many things, and his life though various is 
ſo'even, that we (ce always a reſemblance in 
his actions, and may even eaſily diſcover the. 
cauſe of them. Politicians of his time alſo 
obſerved him, and freely and openly diſcanted 
on -his ations, One of the ſharpeſt wits of 
that Age, but who was- perhaps too: much 
wedded to:the Laws of the City and of his 
Countrey, faid, That there was never man 
who underſtood Juſtice better, nor any more 
unult than Ceſar. This ſhews on the one 
hand that he had a great and diſcerning judg- 
medtt, as it is true on the other, that he had 
no great efteem for tome common: and ordi- _ 
n#ry- Virtues. | | | 

The Writings that he hath Jeft behind him, 
give.a clear proof of his parts, and manner 
of proceeding, at leaſt if they be his own 3.4for 


there is a man of much reading, that would 


zr{wade me that he was not the Author of - ' 
them. Who was then ? (aid the Mareſchal. 
Acertain unknown perſon,an{wer?d the Cheva+ 
liers yet] believe that it wauld have been more- 

cafie for that fame unknown perſon to have | 
conquered and made bimſclf Maſter, than to: 


haye. 


— akaſhhak A E,- "I 


| have written in- that Gin, "You know Pa 


inthe matter of Conqueſts: conjuuctures can: 
do much 3 but it muſt have been. only Gefer 
who- could exprefs himſelf in that manner ; . 
| and therein Chance can have no.,hand; Hip 
- Merit and Grandeur. is perceived in the haſt - 
things he ſaies, not in ſpeaking: pompoully;.. 

for on the contrary. his Stile is ſimple and ks 

out ornaments but in ſomewhat pure and. 
noble, which flows from good education and. 

a lofty genius. 

Theſe Maſters of the wofld; wha are ina, | 
manner above the reach of Fortune, look -but: 
indifferently on moſt part of things which wg: 
admires and: becauſe they arg but-a-little af>- 
fected with them, do but carleſly diſcourle of: 
them. In one place where he gives account: 
that two or three of his Legions were foss 
ſome time put into diforder, tighting again{- 
Pompey It is believed; ſaid he, that Cefar- 
had been utterly undone, if Pompey had known. 
how to win. That Vidory would have des. 
cided the Roman. Empire ; And yet you. ſte: 
how few and very ſimple words he. imploys- 
on fo great an occaſion. . 

Ceſar was born with two violent Paſſions, 
Ambition and Love, which hurried .him\ a+ / 
way like two. impetuous Torrents; the infinite! 
number of defignes which he hatched from: his « 

_ lafancyito the. end of his Life, (for he had as 


G.4. very. 


mo refilels ſirie)canded' as ther wap ox 
but that he'bad a great-many other Se 
(that you underſtand) which makes-:meng: 
company deſirable and pleaſing/z :fnce that to 
be a Gentlemanzas we ſee Ceſar was,one muſt. 
have a ſhare-of all that can render the-Life 
happy. But theſe two Paſſions chiefly ſwayee 
him; he was-not very {cnſibly affected: wal” 
any thing, but in as. much-as it. mighr* cons 
duce for the: one or- other ;- And: thou glrhe 
bath been ſo great in War,. yet heloved itnor- 
fo-much for it ſelf, as for the advantage that 
be-might have thereby to gain ſupremacy, ws 
place bim(ſelf over all. 

: He was liberal and grateſul, fierce, but not” 


revengeful : And that: great - Injufiice where- . 


with he was. reproached, -as- the ftam of-f6* 
' brave a Life, may be told. in two words. 3 that” 
is, that he who of. all the Romans was: moth. 


proper ſor Government, defired by himieVs: . 


| alone to manage well, what ſo mary: others 
diſcharged ill. - -- on 


- He was moreover tall, of a fweet and wells: 
proportioned iature, and good meen 5 dexs: 


ntmenty-. 


texous: at all the Exerciſcs of Arms, and:@+ - 


goot Horſeman. He had a white aud--thin: 


Voice was firong and picrcing 4 and-had great-: 


bs, in. his Speech; His Conftitution: was« 


hat delicate, as of moſt who have ſuch. - 
a. 
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*  « Inall-places: hes hed Auinaios" 'at Rin 4n- 
Eo Fpain, in Greece, and amongft the Gans 4 bat 
8-1 he was in a manner enchanted z for 

| what-did -he: not for the. Princeſs of that' 
Countrcy? And fartherin in Afrjcs, was not 
he.likewiſe in love with a Mvoriſh Queen ? He 
1, addrefied himſelf alwaies to Ladies of the” 
- higheſt Quality 3 whether it be+that the' air 

ot, Grandeur addes ſome grace-to natural 

Beauty, or that'a ſentiment of [Ambition 
1 Joyncd with Love made-him look on Ladies: 
as on Conquelis, He - coveted it may be a 
] little too much to be ſpoken of, and Lipre- 

tend. not to repreſent him to you as'a matr 

withour fault z For who is he that can brag"to” 
- | befreefrom failings? But I ſpeak of hiril as 
k | ot ar-admirable Conquerour, and a vaſt S6w? 

 -+Inthegreateft heat and danger of War; he 
- 4 was alone the Joy and Hopes of his' Army: hb 

J All bilicved him ſo 5kilfal and reſolute, rhat 
under his Condu@t they deſpaired of nothing'#: 

- | And:a.certain Chearfulne(s, that fparkled ns 
| his Eycs and Countenance, did-comfort tbein's 
onall occaſions. H any were'anxious: coi-" 
- 4 ccnning- the events of undertakings, it was' 
! | ouly:for..his ſake 3 and few thonghe' of ſurvi-*; 
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= loved fine Cloaths,' and lits Orharvertts _ 4 
thh#d him always conſpictions;! bit chiefly Hn ] 
the day of Battle. "He would have his S6#E 7 
' diers allo” heet in thett Appard; ad in'my | 
judgment” it iS a great mark that fuch-men- ] 
Have ſentitments of Honour, when they love 


tobe in good equipage , and fo take great care 


of their Arms. He was not much conceried 


that they ſh6uld' be tall, and of an 'advan'a- 


geous ftatuve, That indeed; ſaid the Mire- | 


ſchal, depends on fancy : we ſee but little 
ante that ſach make themſelves” very 
remarkables That great man was miſtaken in 


nothing 3 and I wonder, how he could be at ' 
"the ſame time a Prodigy both of Wit and Va- 


lour. 


I ſhould not be ſurpriſed at: the extreme : 


Courage of a bratiſh fellow, who knows nei» 
ther Pleaſure no? Pain, nor what it is. to bz 


Alive or Dead ; But for a man of {o ſenſible. 
and delicate a Temper, and of fo ſabtile and | 


elevated an Underfianding, it ſeems to me 
very rate. Indeed that is much, (aid the Che- 
valierz yet we have nothing io wonder at, but 
the greatnels of his Minde : For though one 


may finde himſelf very (enfible of pain, and | 


that he cannot accuftorhe himſelf to die, yet 


when he hath brought his Heart to a fteddie | 
pitch -of aſſurance, which is not_hard to be | 
done, he becomes as brave as he would defirc | 
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areſchal Clerambault, &c. 131 


4- t9:-bex he ſpares himſelf if he judge it con-. 
4. yenient, and abandons himſelf after the ſame 
A” manner. An ordinary Imwpulſe- is enough .to 
*| make one indifferently reſolve upon the-one 


or the other z- and Geſar. had always Glory be- 
fore his eyes, which made him fil} purſue the 


| moſt Heroical part. I did not examine him 


that way, ſaid the Mareſchal, and I think you 
are in_the right. | 
"They continued till night upon the water- 
ſide, ſometimes fitting, ſometimes walking, 
and always diſcounting of a great many- mat- 
ters 3 but Hiſtorians never tell all. | 
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Page 2. line 3. and elſewhere for complaſant, read J 
_ * complaiſant.p 8.1.3.r.arms. p.14-l.ult.r.too. p.16.and * 
in ſeveral other places for ſhew,r.ſhow.p.21.1.13 leave 
out (7t) p 24-1-18.r.ungenwnly. p.62.1.8, r. fatigue. p.14. 
1.x{t,for warch,r. match. p.iol.l.g.for love.r.toxe.p.103. 
l.4.r.lovely, | 
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